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70 . Nemo, ni promiſſo aliud accedat, de fide alterius' poteſt eſſe 


certus, quandoquidem unuſquiſque naturz Jure dolo agere po · 
telt; nee pattis ſtare rms: 4 7 ſpe majoris boni, vel metu 
ajoris 3 * olit. _” . 


« nor 


T TO © 


2 


en 


— . K 4 * * 
SA 


— 


„ 
5 


—_—_— 
A 


COA CLITST IAN SS AQ 8 


- 2 


** 


2 
N 
- 


» X a ot TC 


| Wy deceit, nor to any 


| 2 his { 9 — 


2 prove 1 reaſon; chat ie 1 according to 


c tcaſon . Accotdingly, he directly aſſerts, : 
« * Thar the tamural right of every man is deter- 


<« minedinot: by and uam. but by inclina . 
That there 


! | ſidered as undet 
| © theſolegoveramentof nature,judges 2 


« tion, or appeti Ad p 
64 fore whatever any man, 


ul 8 whoker fade by ſou and re ſon. 


POR Aa. ie co:endemand- ent 


| himſelf any way he can, whether by force or z 
| « fraud; and conſequently. to hold him for an 
4 enemy. who, would hinder him from grati · 


*« fyitig his inelination: and that from hence it 


175 follows, that the right 
“ under Which all are born, and for the moſt 


part live, only prohibits thar which à man 
« does not defirezot which is out of his power; : 


nor is it averſe to contentions, hatred, wrdth, 


thing: that the appetite puts 
pon. And no: wonder; for nature is 


64 him 


e not. confined within the laws of human rea - 
« ſon, which only intend; the true benefit of 
e mankind, but depends u 


\ 


and law. of nature, 


POL iafinite other 


— 


- 


wn 


Mot — K „„ 


— 


„ 
„ 


F 0 


— al individuals. are 6 


44 ili! 3 11 F 11 * 


Laren che natural ſenſe: of 


and n e, 6 certain — 1 16 
u right: is. only — — 


every individual.“ And he expreſly aſſerts, 


That ? n mau can ſure of ane — 


4 33 by dend or deceit,” vort s bl 


———— 


5 att 


abe man ge os 


Icy to take. 

right and 
> a falſe ſpecies of it, if the fob. 
| 1 rea- 


ee 4 . 1 
riod, the 


| think obey have the highef dear aht do de 
e ey have 


# 
WON 3 8 * 4 8 -& * 3 
* 8 
» w 
4 


ww > a mea ae © 


£34" 4 155 


* 


PAY 


h n — — on thinks — 
1 —— them Virtute and ww 
3 


r An: \de-traly-vixruous:4 5 
chame canner lar. 25 27! 288 dats. 
= \ that inflead-o6,em-- 


+ 


A 9 "TR. * 9 


ITE "BY * 54 


of — 


belief o6:0/ Dole 1 Want 
may poly be ſen and 0 oy 
— an me EN. 


*. n ie mu 


doi that Abbelen is naturally an enemy to 
hinder the mind from entertaining a right . 
1 © *©haradeer, e p. 69 — 9 5 


we 


1731 art 6 


ä « thinks the a e le = patcen'ob diſor- 
4 der 1 To this may b 
markable paſſage in which his Lordſhip dec 
Thar '*:he who only doubts of ia God may por 
1 rg ener bir unn — 


Ken bee! 70 > pronounce that -Acheiſmn-is 
bath an efſential telurion- to ſociety, and the 
the — —— ee — —— 


1 Several pllees might be oduced, in w 
his Lordſhip repreſents the tendency selige 
poor to ona ee ws Hes —— | 


42 As 1 . — 4 by { 8 = Po. 
. }- Sz 4 : 
- 


E Charscker. . g 20 1 e. 
e e 9 fxing 


* 


4 4 * 2 By | * 
* f * 4 * 3 5 : ; 
„ ; - 
Warr * * 5 
4 * . 
* 
4 W 
+ 
* F : 6 4 g_— Wr 4 
: * 
PY - 
- * 3 x W- 
| +2 TT TLIC 2 is pre * 
l F 
i 
. E 3 4 kd ; : : k 
TT! . 4 > 


ae 


<the — 10 
b witneſs} and ſpe | | a 
4 conſcioi — — er add in : 
ebe undreſe q that in the per receſs, 
g cepeſt > itude, there muſt be one, till 
Pr ing with 25, whoſe preſance 
1 ibly. upon ganh: ne. 
eren Maha —— asthe fare aß alley” 
4-wutehe ti ono 1 bo — even un- 
4 ger the unjuſt cenſures of 3 : 
A This caſe it is very apparent, hom condueing 
perfect "heiſm muſt be to virtue, and how Fa, 
e gteat a enen there is in Atheiſm h. He 
ſbews That wh by the violence of rage, luſt, 
or ap oeh r counter- working paſſions, che 
1 oed eden me, 5 — — 5 


* 4 — # . 


#5. * 7 64:24 2 
565 g * 1 1 3 3 


A A 


— ITY 


— —— - 
— . 
— — — 


e 
* EE & 5 — 
4 — _ 3 = PR — — 
— — — — —— 


1 hs. k « F x : 

— py : . - 

= 2 nds 0” weft. ous ant. * , gl oi es HW ern 2 — — 
— —— WE <a 4 v4 * 


—————_— — 
1 a — 
oy 


» <> RI, 


| Cabos 
*.yierue-has ———— 


Z rot, but as it ſignifies pt 


2 inan ſuch a ot vice, 1 


tue with 


but im the latter. And — ith be; 

4 —— and height of virtue muſt 

eue ee belief of rc W 11 W ”= 
From 


* 
4 Add u 
a friend ro virtue, ados the bi high ſt advas 


ar cmd ThE Tilt - i5:46(clf.\ 
Bo: ch; bee een 5 


makes ur ru — eta 
valent terms 42 and. | 


2» 6 pu 1 ” * 84 0 . 1 > 2 * 1 * 
) 4 + Y 
2 1 5 4 3 s 
3 a 4 75 T 
2 1 - % 
wh 
* 


warde its tara parents, Ca be be Haid t „ 
| rightly diſpoſed, „ 
towards the Common Parent, 4 e. 
e r — eis 


Wy 5 * %- 3 Es . 
” * = * 


— eie ate ae en 
a: „ neee en ol (Pecnioiars: a 0c .. 
4 4 braxtif, . proportioned, ed —— hs ae- 
it . 94 + EOS, any: — e beau- 


adotisg, and — Him, as cs 
capable of doing ſo! le there ſuch a beauty — 4 
harmony in good affections towards hoſk of 
our own-(pecies; and maſt. there not be ſtill 
—_ beauty and excellence in having dur 
minds formed to proper aſſections and diſpoſi- 
tions rayardyout Aer, — — au __ 


Ledig — 19 the ike terms _ 4 
bree oonſeiouſneſ: which is the eſſect of 
ve or kind affections towards mann. But 


© "Þ/Chraer "I e 5 
| | crrtainly 


man Seen od nan bs ale: vin 4 — 


urn certainly there u ren can yie 

of 2 divine ſatisfaction, than that which” 

| 3 4 conſciouſneſ of a mans baun 

prov — Himſelf to het zeſt or — — and en 

And He wilt be readily 

d een | e auge 
The very notion "wy 005 requently gives of 
virtue, as having an eſſential relation. to a l 
ſtem; ſeems if underſtood in its proper extent | 
to include religion; and cannot ſubſiſt withotit ll \ 
it.” His Lordſhip indeed frequently explains this . 
as relating to the ſyſtem of the human ſpecies, 


to which we ate particularly related, and of 

which we conſlitte a part: But he afſo te- 

preſents the humat ſtem as only a part o.. Bl * 

univerſal one, and obſerves that . as men malt 5 

be conſidered as having a relation abroad'vo i © 

e the ſyſtem of His kind; ſo even the ſyſtem vf 

| «his kind to the animal ſyſtem : khis te the 0 

„ World (our earth) and this hs ot to the 

<- bigger world, the univerſe * And that . 

having recognized this uniform content 7 

« fabric, and own the-unin "1 k 

<< muſt of conſequence ckno 12 

4 verfal mind 4.” + He afſerts; thar good 10 

e tion in order to its being of the ud 

«muſt « gh and OR N ee 10 ö 1 
, e ne 


: Charger H. 5. 1 w. p. 205 bes 5 
IM 7 #25 bf f 5 5 ce oat 


— We ..CO'S. YR. $..D SY 


*me, "RS | Big ͤ r HED VO RO WI” 


= 2 ban / FRAY my mo TR I 


love in pant, without 1 to ALETTEA | 
ciety or whole, is in itſelf an in- Coy 
Ko tr ak and implies. an abſoluts cont * 

« dition k. But how can that affection to : 
the ſyſtem be ſaid to be intire;;or of 3 
kind, which hath no tegard to the author, of — 
on whom the whole ſyſtem, the order and cyen 
the very. being of it, abſolutely depends? and 
without whom indeed there could be properly ; 


no ſyſtem at all, nothing hut diſorder and « 


fuſion? On this occaſion, it will be proper to 
ptoduce a temarkable paſſage in his third 


volume; where he obſerves, That if What 


cc he.. had advanced in his Inquiry, and in his | 


* following, Philaſt ophic Dialogue be real 


it n fo; 2 3 man is 135 715 | 


45 to the univerſal ſpllem, and of — 
der and intelligence, he is not only; by na- 
55 ture -/aciaþle. within, the limits of "his own, . 


« ſpecies or kind, but in a yet more generous 
© and. extenſive manner, Hie is not only. born, 
to virtue, friendſhip, hu eſty, and faith, hut 
to eligion, piety, adoration, and 1 

* ſurrendet of his mind to whate | 


ed e e prder 0 gy thi ig 4 


s .intirely. j 


_—— 


«. which 905 ac 


60 fe f. 175 45 i 20 2 2 kt: 2 * 1 5 | 


4 {tt 175 . pt SLE $8 5 181 
. Chae rol. A 10 113. 77 0 +, "9s vie 
fi ON ana 07 ud cect 


1 N 1 * Ur 
* * 4 * * 5 ” 7 
£5. Sr 992 24 * ts IO * ns. £ ; 17 * 2 ha 
F f * 4 Fo a © 1 1 > Z 1 = 7 of #2 : * * $3 r £ 17 122 7 7 "> LY 
* 4 331 
% _ 
> & & 
4 


2 


L becauſe many there! ate ate "is" char 
e egi to be a * in which they Rafe Het & 
| ge png 1 allow thar wen? 4 worm 


e e e ch God is 
immediate object, this does not enter Ar all itit6 
their notion of virtue of morality: They Might 
„ It as 1 matter of no conſequence; and think 
they may be good and vittuous withöut it. ko 


not to urge, that 'rehigion ot à tru 


: JS 4 3 IS 7 SS _— = 
— — 7 Va <> . pu — — VG 2 — = 
— * N G * S > "note, Code * * n —— — : * 
a 50 by - __ . — * = A — n — — — 
— 5 - bo. - "I 0 : 6 Sie g ag >: 87 * 7 5 PT; K = 
"> g . N ; ERS nee eo os WEL 
R 0 : 


ETD 


the Deity, is the beſt ſecurity for the 
formance of every other part of our 4. a 
| fapoltheth the irongelt '1 


WG - © 


; — f Kea to de ne T 4 deater 
joe Fries ftom the; frame of the hit 
riatiite, and the powers and faculties with which 
man is endued, than that he alone of ali the ſpe- 
dies of beings if this tower” world; "is formed 
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That greater powers of reaſon, and means of 
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. than e that we _— — able 

to fulfil the jor purpoſes of our deſtina- 

| h bereiste the chief. 
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was made to contemplate God, yet at other ” 
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chief — 4 of their being, and that in Which 
the true gſory and pre · eminence of the human 
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them their noble powers, and to whom as the 
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. Deiſ, and his  ftating the queſtion 
L between. os A and Deiſts, conſidered. 
| about the K. of knowing 


Wines, ſome account is 9 of that — 44 
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255 Mr. Collins's diſcomrſe of F Na 4 


F Chrif- 


tianity and the-progreſs of Lea 
amined. Reflections on the 5. let in- 


titled, Deiſm faitly ſtated, and fully yindi- 


cated. That author's pompous: account of 


Chriſtians 
TH _ — 


Adi ferences 


the 
be the ee God. The charge 
againſt the Chriftian Religion ita 


only of. uninrell; ible nner and wſel 2 in- 


is pretence that the moral 


ftitutione, | 
belong to Chriftianity at all, 


precepts do not 


5 but are the property of the Deiſts, ſhewn 70 


3 vain and groundleſs.” ' The corruption of 7 
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SERGE tranſlat RD 
e Fre. hinken carried on under Mr. 
 -Colling's. oon eye, and 4 at the 
in 1714, though it beats London in the ritle- 
page. In this tranſlation feveral material al- 
. ferations. are made; and à different turn is 
* given to ſeveral paſſages, from what was in 
Mr. Collins's original E li. This is plainly 

10 dome winh a view toon the charges which 

*<. had been brought againſt him by Dr. Bently 

«. under the character of P le Lei. 
eiu; ſome of which charges that bore very 
- properly againſt Mr. Co lings book as it was 
e firſt publiſhed, will appear impertinene to 
= thoſe that judge only by this er lation. But 
_ © care. is taken not to give t 
theſe alterations: to the tcader, upon whom 
lit is made to paſs for a — fioir of the 1 

« original, All this is clearly ſhewn by the 

* author of the French tranſlation of Dr. 
. Bentley's Remarks on the Diſcourſe of Prevs 
Filing, which was printed at unf erden 
in 17.38, under the title of Friponnerie. ; 
et Fretendus Fſprits forts d "Angleterre. 
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WAL had in that 222 * 2 2 44 1 \- oatoal | 
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e 9 Deidical te ogy, Vu ic would 
be hard tg produce any baer what ſoęvet —4 
are chargea 4 with Lake galls SAW 2 eto 
adding to, or altering, the:p the 
derts them quit of their, conneRion, Pf making. - 
them ſpe directly contrary to the * 
of the authors, 1 is fa: koown.}that, they - 
affect frequently to quote Chriſtian divipes; | 
they ſeldom do it fairly, and often wiltally: ad 
repreſent,, and pervett their meaning. 
glaring, inſtances of this ſore might — 
aut. of the writings of the moſt Eminent Deifs 
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his while to make a collection to this putpoſe. = 
What I. ſhall next . hath littięe cohe 
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erke of the View of the Deiftical Writers," 
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' and divinity of the Revelation, at the time when 
it was firſt promulgated; but proviſton was made 5 
oa there ſhould be a growing evidence, en 
might acquire new force aud Arengrh. 6 4 the 
ſucceſſive accompliſhment of the prophecics in- 
_ the ſeveral different periods to which they refer; 
There is another obſervation relating ro Mel 
 Chabh's poſthumons Works which I ſhall here 
ſubjoin; and which was originally prepared to 
be inferred in — W of oy ew, 
but Was neglected. 
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trom the wonderful propagation of Chri 
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nature, and which could not fail s detecke 
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Chandler, as acknowleging that Deilm is the 
alone excellency and true glory of Chriſti: 
0 4 avity,” and pretends that what he” has- cire 
from them proves that De ſm- is all in the 
Christian inflicution, that can polli fly approye 
 ,/  «\jefelf to the true genuine reaſon of man fh 
And accordingly he declares, that every thing 
that is enjoined in the Goſpel to be believed 
«as a rational doctrine, or practiſed as a na- 
4 tutal duty, relating to God, our — 2 500 am; 
and ourſelves, is an eſtabliſned part of De- 

| im . And through his whole book 
„ Deiſm to comprehend every doQrine 
EY: and precept which is founded in reaſon and na- 
ture, or as he ſometimes e preſſeth i it, in truth 2 
reaſon; i. e. it ' comprehenderh. e doctrine 
and precept thatis true nd juſt a "I 
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ſerve, that the thing he would be thought to 
vindicate is the religion of thoſe that call them- Be 
ſelves Deiſts, and v he teje T revelation, and © le 
Chriſtianity. | This is the only Deiſm in queſ- 
tion, and which it concerneth him to ſtate and 
vindicate. But he has thought fit all along to 
repreſent Deiſm and natural Religion 28 — 
of the ſame ſienification: Mheteas Deiſm, as 
* are now conſidering it, is to be nel, 
ot preciſely of natural Religion as compre- 
hending thoſe truths which! have a real founda- 
tion in reaſon and nature, and which! is'fo far 
from being c | 
great deſign of the Golpel to clear and ufer 
it; but of that feligion which every man is to 
find out for himſelf by the mere fotet of na- 
tutal reaſon, independent of all tevelation, and 
excluſive of it. It is concerning this that the 
enquiry properly proceeds. Dr. Tandal was ſen- 
ſible of it; and . is for ſending every 
man to the oracle in his on breaſt as the only 


to conſult, without 8 any regard to reve. 
lation. And accordingiy he frequently repe- 
ſents the religion of nature as ſo clearly ku 
| to all men, even to rbet that camot read in 
their mother tongue, as to render any farther 
revelation perfectiy — and uſeleſß, Bur 
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in this _ it is far froth d ing allthe A 
- Me : 


EEE ere ot £2 1.2 7 & & 


wiiter in ie yr tn 7 homer: ph aro ws 


guide to duty and happineſs, which alone he is . 5 


I Re IHE 


4, war EEO ly congeiye ho 
„ure and Letten ker (which. is the cale gf 
4, Hatural 7 5 ah 1 A foundation, of 

a perfect a Apa 8 18101 

ein de improved *.” 


« 


88 the very thing in rend ö 
man 


religion which every oweth, of e 
by his own unaſſiſted reaſon, is ſd perfect 23.19, 
bei of receiving any addition or im 
[pag even from War revelation i whict 
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not attain. to the know lege of hy bare utiaſſiſied 
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ing ſome things, as to which, we were doubtful. | 
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1 ons _ ſubvert that which is here put upon us as a fun- 
deamental article of the Heiſtical creed. And Mt, 
. Chubb, 'who no doubt would paſs with our a 
” bo chor for a true Deiſt, though ſometimes, like'thi: 
writer, he-makes a great ſhew of believing not 
. only the truth but the importance of that dit 
mrtine, yet in ſeveral paſſages of his Farewel to 
. Bit Readers, and eſpecially in his fourth and 
fifth ſections, where he treats profeſſedly of this 
ſubject, ſetteth himſelf to ſhew that it is alto · 
gether uncertain, and incapable of being proved, 
and that the probability lies againſt it *. Thus it 
is that theſe Gentlemen are ſometimes willing 
to make a fair appearance with their principles, 
till perſons ate drawn. in,” and fully LY 
. myſteries of Deiſm. ene 
This author gives us evetes propoſitions with 
great pomp, moſt of which have nothing to do 
with the debate between Chriſtians aud Deiſtz, 
and others of them are very ambiguous f. In 
his ſeventh propoſition he layeth ir down 4812 
principle, that to goyern our conduct by our 
* reaſon is our duty, and all that God requireth 
5 «of us.“ If the meaniag be, that God requiteth 
nothing from us but what we know by our bate 
| anaſſiſted reaſon to be our duty; and that if an 
thing farther be revealed to be our duty, we ate 
| not obliged to perform it, becauſe we did not 
5 know | it to be ſo by our own natural reaſon in- 
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„ of the 1 11 is falſe and ab: ae 
ſurd. For when God requireth us to be governed Larry 
by our reaſon, i it muſt be ſuppoſed to be his i inte: 
tion, that we ſhould take in all proper we 8 
aſſiſtances. And if he is pleaſed in his great 
neſs to give us additional diſcoveries of his will 
and our duty for enlightening and aſſiſting our 
reaſon, then certainly we are obliged, and it is 
what reaſon itſelf and the religion of nature * 
qaireth of us, to pay a regard to thoſe diſcove- e 
Tries; ſo as to believe the truths which he =—_ 
been pleaſed to reveal, and to practice thoſe 4. | 
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methods of xeconciliation with the Deity when 
we have offended him by our ſins, and give us 
a certain aſſurance that God will reinſtate us in 
his fayour upon our repentance and reformation. „ 
Thave elſe where conſidered this ſubject at large „ 
in anſwer to Tindal who had particularly in 
fitted upon it v. At preſent 1 ſhall-only*obſerve, 

that though nature and reaſon ſeem to direct us 

to repentance and reformation in caſe of our be. _ 
ing ':confcious of having offended God, and 
tranſgreſſed his holy laws, yet reaſon and nature | 
could: not ger certain eee how far 
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fit to take with regard to guilty . S thit 
| bave fianed againſt him, Will any reafo able 
man pretend, that God himſeif cannot lc t 
anything to us, which it might be proper for us: 
to know, relating to the methods of His deal 
towards us, the terps of out accepranice wit 
Him, or the retriburions of a futare fare, Vu 
what we ourſelves knew as well before? Ort 
| he ſhould condeſcend to make diſcoveries to us 
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ſimce it is confeſſed on all hankls,: that all our 
reaſonings concerning matters of fact, ever fal 
| ſhort of certainty, or full proof. ee 
Aid beſides, the very ſame objection which 
oy he makes againſt the veracity of human tell 
mony, to weaken its authenticity, may be re- 
_— with equal force againſt his — 
+ 7 certainty 
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W Hr. 
certälnt of the courſe of nature: for beabte gige 

the number of approved hiſtories e have re os 
lating to miracles, ill as much leſſen the pr 
bability of what he calls a full proof on his 
ide of the queſtion, as all the forgeties and 
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falſhoods that are brought to diſcredit human 


teſtimony, will v en it on che other. AT: 
BZut the beſt way to be aſſured of the fallhogd 


:ofcaluimatinſtion is to examine it by what w- ] 


N r iagſtanes. iii 
According to Mr. Hume, we have a full 
proof of any fact atteſted 

perſens. But: wauld not the proba- 
bility. be; increaſed, and Our belief of ſuch a 


vas doubled? I own-my mind immediately aſ- 


| ſents to it. But if this he; true, it Will chen 
7 follow, that the proof. againſt, a mi- 
| ; ron Wee 1 2 08 Jnr | 


icle recorded in the ee then ſubſtracting 


the weaker evidence from the ſtronger, and we 


ſhe e e tive evidence of eight ge 


welle . — as juſt <qual 10 it, an uy d we have | 
particular mi- 


ind in our n minds; for that muſt not be 
admitted a8 an univerſal peineiple, which is not 
ttue in evety partica 


w twelve honeſt: diſ- 5 


act be the ſtronger, if the number of witneſſes 


for the truth of a common mere of 9.5 oat - 
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this paper Was ineloſed 
blos „ nee e 109 30 Wife 
hare ge den lle o hup ad 10-9 
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IAM very much obligedto you for chekind 
manner in which you have. expreſſed: yourſelt 
with regard to me. And it is" 4 pf | 
9 y to Mr. Hun 


gere ne — IC by wo 4970 wm * 525 
1 4 wich A that Mr. Heme is en d 24 


—_— | . — 1 
e when” Bar hit fubtile 
fied: Nil "not io: mach for” 


_ uncommon turn, which he e viſibly affe@s; bu 

upan a cloſe examination; of them — 
may ventute to pronounte, that few #achors c 

be menkioned who have fallen into greate y 

| dities and inconſiſtencies.” And i were tobt 

: wiſhes there was not a ſufficient ground for tilt 
ſtyete denſute you paſs upon him, when 0 

255 that “ wien all his art he has plainly diſco: | 
veted a bad heart, by throwing our ſome bit-. 

ter 'ſnects _=_ the Chriſtian revelation, 

e vg 


. N 5 "Mrs Ha v; E. Wy 1 4 1 . ; CG, . 
« which are abſalutely inconſiſtent with a ſe- e 


2 

i rious beliaf. ot indeed with any regard for it, . 
tho in ſome parts of his en e — 
4 W- different: way of ſpeaking,” S 

q! You obſerve; that e ſeen to b e gre⸗ ly des. 

1 „ficient in the logick of: probability, a pbint 

1 which Mr. Hume had ſtudied with; great ac 

N curacy. And L readily own, that there. is a 
e t appearance. of accuracy in What Mr. Hume 

” uch advancediconcerning the grounds and den 

of WW ccs of probability, and the different: degrees. | 

„ afſcot due to it. But though what he hath 
offered this way ere 2 Senctal, he 


| om bein 8 re exact ne 
ication of it. ASS i 
The paper you have frat indoſed to me, and - 
hich yau tell me was drawn up by the young. 
zentleman you mention, contains a sketch of 
an attempt to ſhew how Mir. Hume might: be 
onfuted on his Own principles, and is ex 2p 
a ſuch a manner, that one cannot but regret 
hat a gentleman of ſo promiſing a genius, and 
ho might have: proved ſignally uſeful, was 
Inatched away by a fever about the twentietn 
year of his age. Vou allow me to make What 
ſe of it I judge proper, and ſeem to expect that 
I ſhould 2 my ſentiments of it with the 
tmoſt frankneſs and candour. And this 
obligeth me to acquaint you, that though r. 
ook upon the oonfutation of Mr. Hume in the 
way this gentleman hath managed it to be ſub- 
til and 1 ut in ſome things it doth, 
Vox. 1 ph = 
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een geg fe 


deſire of 8 . upon his + By vg 


| think 2 Jae conteſted. 4.08 | 2 * 


Aether is nor can be any certainty in the 


human teſtimony, uhich can be ſecurely de 


| paper having obſerved after Mr. Hume, that 
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he ſeems not to allow that the evidence on- 
cCerning matters of fact can ever arrive at juch a 


2 nate,” that all our. reaſe nings 


I Hams definition of a full proof, khar it in 
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em to me to be quite ſo clear and atis 


great conſeque ice; "He: has, . think, from, 


Mr. Hume: frequently. intimates, - tha [th 7 
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dence given concerning matters of fact, or is 
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= it can be ron 
ingenious author of the 


pended on; and that at -bef 


ve can form no judgment concerning the tritt 
or falſhood of matter of fact, but what is 0 


ns 


mation; the higheſt degree 
* reach abſolute cerraitity orfall — Wheie t 


25 
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certainty; as to make up a full proof. And hc 
Tepeats. it again, that“ it is ala ed on 


fun proof. ' And! het. 22 ej 4 
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al Wl 


-, 


S . 


75 WIR "I, © Mp 1 v 1¹ * 6 iN 
10 5 4 N : 4 . 


Bae 0b fat may" 
amount: en kull f Ir ak 


In eg of - — diſtin. 8 


ſtration- 
wiſhed" from probibility;, 4 twofold cettainty 
y pr y be allo * 1 The one ie 


e 


This is indeed oy Some Aifferene kin em hs : 
former: But 1 think it may uo leſs juſtly be - 
called "certainty, When it ſo fully ſatisfleth the 
mind as to leave not the leaſt tobom fot doubt 
concerning it, and produceth à full aſſurance; 
d'that⸗this is often the caſe with telation ti 
matters of fact cannot reaſonably be denied. 
The words fre atid certain are frequently ap» 
plied. in common language to things of this 
kind, and for aught I can ſee very properly. 
And in the beſt and exacteſt writers it is often 
deſeribed under tl 
an expreſſion Which this gentleman himſelf _ 
ON Oy of *. And it is” 4 en e Wal to 
TVT 1 
ran, 1 e ee ee e 7 | 


. may be (afli- 
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u ue ing e ſeems to 

8 dient, — W nl arg _ 
vt © {0.certarnty.. I it b matter 0 a 
1 may ſo . 15 the 1104 By folly aſſured of it, and 
I. wet, to leave no room for à reaſonable doubt x 1 5 0 
18 neceflary . in the preſent controverſy. And is W. 
l. Home mac Le wesen to allow. But at other 
1 1 * * ſuch an no. human OP bake” to 
„ 2 5 er 


oppo inn. the evidence for x vnrrEA — 


e term of moral certainty, 
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deſigued to ſhew that this certainty, is of, Adil 
ferent: kind, and proceedeth upon different 
| grounds from that which ariſeth from demon 
fration but yet it 05 e- e a 


by e os will ann — 
chat for that reaſon I cannot be ſute of i. 
Many caſes might be mentioned with regard to 
— of fact Which we know by human tc: 
| Woes: the evidence of which is ſo ſtrong and 
nvincing, that we can no more 3 
e than of the truth of any 
ſition which comes to us demonſtrated; by 
ſtticteſt reaſoning: Mr. Hume himſolf pos 
ſenſible, that it would be wrong to fay ithit 
evety thing which is not matter of demoniſltts 
tion comes only under the notion of prohabi 
dity- And therefore tho he frequentiy or 
to claſs all matters of fact under the head d 
probabilities, yet in the beginning of his Ef 
on Probability, he ſcems 0 find- fault itt 
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ſtration, yet allows concerning foe — 


* rife ſo 'near to certainty, chat they govern 
« our thoughts as abſplutely, and inffuence 


ce 1 8 little or no Aietenes Berwecn em 
« and certain knowlege. Our belief thus 
« W riſes to aſſurance *.” And ent 

© 1 think probability is too low à word, and 
not ſufficiently” expreſſive, or properly appli- 
cable to things of this kind. For according to 
Mr. Lock?'s account of it, and the common 
uſage of the word, that is aid to be probable 
which is Zthely to 62 true, and 'of which we 
have 70 cer tas, bur only ſome'inz 


* 
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Another thin 8 obſervable i in Mr. Home's rea- 


ſoning © on this lubject is, tha in treating ol | 


ee "ITY 
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* 

iy ſhould divide E into 2 FrOns, 
WY proofs,” and probabilities * where he ſectns-to | 
By place ie u ers proofs, which he explains to 
* 5 ſuch arguments Mach experience as leave ne 
room for Took or oppoſition, in 4 — ne 
chan probabilities.” '” And Mr. Lore 

* Wl chough he ſeetns to confine'certainty to de 


4 lities arifing' from haman teſtimony, that'© they : 


yt L our actions as filly” as the moſt evident yer. 


ute ments, 
a Mr. Locke ſpeaks, to believe and receive them RW 
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foundeth Wholly UL n 
the future. And the young gentleman himſelf 


ſeems not ſufficiently to diſtinguiſh them. The 
inſtances he produceth to ſhew, that the judg- 


ments which the mind forms concerning the 
probability of events will always be in propor: 


tion to the conſtancy and regularity f the ext; 


perience, all relate to the probability of futute 


events from the experience of the paſt. But 
the queſtion about the probability ot any furure 


fact hath properly nothing to do in the- preſent 


controverſy. between Mr. Hume and his adverſa: 
ties, which relateth wholly to the evidence of paſt 


facts. And it is only an inſtance of this writer's 


art, that by confaundingtbele different queſtiom 
he may perplex the debate, and throw dult;in 
the/cyes of his teaders. It will. be-granted; that 


with relation to future facts or events, the ut: 


vation or experience is a high degree of proba 
dility; but with relation to paſt matters of 
fact, we may in many. caſes arrive at a certainty, 
or what Mr, Hume calls à full. proof, yea, it 
often happens, that the evidence af paſt facts 


moſt evidence we can attain to from paſt obſer: 


may be io circumſtanced, that we may be cer. 


tain that ſuch an event really came to paſs, tho! 
if the queſtion had been put before the event, 


the probability from paſt experience would hade 
been preatly againſt it. Nothing therefore can 
be Moe. weak an fallocious than Mr. Hume; 

teaſoging. 


N | 8 : 


orobabiliry or the evidence; of facts, which the 
experience, he con- 
foundeth the evidence of. paſt facts with that, of 
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ing, hen from this ee eee n 
ns C e 9 
experience, he-cndeavoureth- to deduce an ar- 
gument againſt the belief of any miraculous 
fact, how well ſoever atteſted. "For though, if 
the queſtion were concerning a future miracle iin 
any particular inſtance, if we ſhould judge 
merely from paſt experience, the probabilitx 
might ſeem to lie againſt it; yet if the queſtion 
be concerning a paſt miraculous fact, there may 
be ſuch proof of it, as may not leave room 
for a reaſonable doubt that the miracle was 
really done, though before it was done it 
might ſeem: ee \nngrobabde: than: ry would | 
be done. 8 „ et ES a4 8 ah N Fo OT 22 Fo 
Another fallagy Mr. Hume is g guilry-of, is his OP 
ſuppoſing — 2 in itſelf 
conſidered is unuſual, and out of the way of 
common experience, Whatever be * nen ä 
given for it, there muſt ſtill be a deduction 
made, and the aſſent given to it is always 
weakened in proportion to the,unuſualneſsof 
the fact. Nom this doth not always hold. & 
fact of an extraordinary nature may chme to us 
confirmed by an evidence ſoſtrong, as to produſe 
a full and undoubted aſſurance of its having been 
done: And in ſuch a caſe there is no deduction 
to be made; nor is the aſſent we give to the 
truth of the fact at all weakened on the account 
of its being unuſual and extraordinary. Thus, 
c. g. that a great king ſhould be openly put to 
(cath we his” own x” TURION: upon a pretended 


187 5 Q * | Sorel. 9 


88 
3 bee before a court ot judicarure, s ver 


tion fren 
eount of the ſtrangeneſs 


maineth after that deduction, would underpre- 


himſelf ridiculous. It will indeed be readily 
ond, that more and greater evidence may be 
Juſtly required. with regard to a thing rhat is 


v required for a con 
is evidence given ſufficient to ſatisfy 


to be utped as a reaſon for not giving a full 
tony concerning it is not to be depended upon. 


common obſervation and experience, may be 
ſio eireumſtanced as to leave no room for the leaſt 
; reaſonable doubt. And the aſſent to it may be 
Aas ſtrong and firm as to any the moſt common 
Und ordinary event. Nor is any thing in that 


_ | evidence; under pretenee of the 
prong: or even miracalous.” 


4 bs Diver TY 2 ri ters. 


Ari ef 


ould have 
” appeared: highly i le; bat after it hap. 
/pened, there is foch evidence of the fact as to 
produce a full aſſuranee that it was really done, 
and the man who ſhould go about ſeriouſlyto 
make 4 doubt of it, arid make a formal dediie- 
the eredit of the evidenee, on the ac. 
of the fact, and ſhotild 
22 that we muſt believe it with an aflent 
ortioned to the evidence which te. 


tence of extraordinary accuracy only rendet 


unuſual and out of the common courſe, chan 
mmon fact; but when there 


its being unuſual and extraordinary ought not 


e teſti- 


'eredit to It, or for pretending: that tt 


For the evidence for a fact out of the courſi᷑ of 


caſe to be deducted from 1 credit of the 
ere being us 
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miracles, 


deen other ſide? No- counter cv ene 


* 


* 5 2 
, 7 
* * ; 
8 - # | 
4 „ - 6+ F F " 2 ”y. - . 4 + 5 * 
SA 4 ie eo we : ed x. 
: L % A ; | * Me, * ; 5 * N 9 : . . 
+ 2 % 5 0 6 I-4 i 5 4 « * wth NY * . 
e IS 7 — - 2 ; L 5 : - 4 
£ 7 G We a . s 26 ; CE, . . k 
8 & |! ö he # W 
1489 * a 


walled. of in your letter, in { which, e 


after having obſerved. — Mr. Hume had ſtu- 


died the point about probability, and treated 
upon it with great accuracy, you give it as your 


opinion, that. the beſt way of anſwering him 
% would be in the way himſclf has chalked 
« out by comparing the degrees of probability 
< in the evidence on both ſides, and deducting 

the inferior. Here you ſeem to ſuppoſe that 


there! is evidence on both ſides in the cafe of 
| balancing the evidence, 

that which hath the higher degrees of probabi- 
lity oug 
making a deduction from it in proportion tothe 

| tr or the contraty evidence. But the ſup- 
poſition you here proceed upon 
to be * one; vi. | Thar in the _=_ 
in queſtion there 1 is evidence on both fides, and 


and that upon 


ht to be preferred, at the ſame time 


to me 


poſition of evidence, i. . 


evidence agzinſt the miracles wrought in proof 
of Chriſtianity; as well ad evidence for them. 
There is indeed poſitive ſtrong evidence on one © 
| fide, to ſbew that thoſe facta were really done, 
an evidence drawn from teſtimony fo circam- 


that it hath all the qualifications 
be 1 deſired io render iti 


OY, 


See lerer H- e | 
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— ey We 3 which may > juſtly tend to 
render it ſuſpicious.” Nothing is oppoſed to 

but the miraculous nature of the facts, -or che 
being contrary to the uſual courſe: of nature: 
And this cannot properly be ſaid to be any evi 
dence to prove that the facts were not done, et 
that the teſtimony given to them was falſe. Not 
needs there any deduction to be made in the aſ- 
ſent we give to ſuch a full, and ſufficient teſti- 
mony as is here ſuppoſed, on that account: 
becauſe as the caſe was circumſtanced, it was 


proper that thoſe facts ſhould be beyond and 


out of the common courſe of nature and e 

rience: and ĩt was agteeable to the viſdom oi 
God, and to the excellent ends for which thoſe 
- fats weie-debar igned, that they ſhould be ſo 


ſince otherwiſe the they would not- have anſwer 4 


the intention; which was to give a divine at- 
teſtation to an important revelationof the hig 
uſe and benefit ro mankind. - 


| of the paper you ſent me, That twelve h 
<< perſons ſhould combine to aſſert a falſhood' 


6p} the: hazard of their lives without 697 BEE" 


« to private intereſt, and with the 
0; ſpect 
to be dear to mankind in this world, 1s, Ft 

« cording to Mr, Hume's own way of "raafon* 
0 „8, Ween a miracle to n and pui- 


It is an obſervation of the ——— auth or 


s of loſing every thing that is and ought! 
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"But then he obſerves, 


« courle, of, nature.” 


that the thing theſe witneſſes are ſuppoſed wa 


teſt being allo a miracle, contrary to the uſual 
courſe of nature, it may be objected, that theſe 
eyidences being equal, they only deſtroy one | 
another, and. ſtill leave the mind in ſuſpence. 
The anſwer he gives to this does not ſcem to 
me to be ſufficiently clear, He. firſt obſerves, - 
That © this objection draws. all its force from. 

« Mr. Hume's aſſertion, that an uniform and 3 
« uninterrupted: experience is a full proof, 
10 which when examined will not be 8 
© true, becauſe it is confeſſed” on all hands, 
that all our reaſonings concerning matters of 


« fact ever fall ſhort of certainty, or full prot.” | 
| But beſides that this doth not always hold, FT 
it hath been ſhe wn, that our reaſonings concern 5 


ing matters of fact may in ſome caſes amount 


to ſuch a certainty as may be juſtly called a full 


proof ; it may ſtill be urged, that an uniform un- 
interrupted experience, though not ſtrictiy a full 
proof, yet is ſuch a proof againſt a miracle as is 
able to counter-balance i 1 evidence for it: in 
which caſe the objection ſtill holds, and the 
miod is kept in ſuſpence. And the gentleman 52 
himſelf ſeems afterwards to grant, that a facts 
being contraty to the uſual-courſe of nature.afs 
fotdeth ſuch a proof againſt it from the nature 
of the thing, as is ſufficient to counterpoiſe tine 


evidence of twelve ſuch witneſſes as ate ſup- 
| Poled, though 10 e it Wals not do ſo, if 


the 
a a a 
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Ar the number of witnelſes were doubled; abt 
3 that this ſhe ws that the proof againft a miracle 


" 2ifins from the nature of the fac may be 
ceded by contrary human teſtimony, which js 
What Mr. Hume denies. And he argues, "that 
FT: we ſuppoſe the tellimony of twelve perſons 
fot a miracle to be juſt equal to the evidence 


2 hat we have the evidence of twenty fd) 

particular miracle. Tecorded' in the Golpe 
Wen ublcaAing the weaker evidence from the 
: Arovger,. we ſhall have a ſurplus of the poſit itive 
- teſtimony of cight perſons, | Without any e 


ay oppoſe to eee 
1am. perſuaded, | "at. the deſie ign of thei inge 


15 nious gentleman th ae the caſe aſtet this 

| manner, was not to 
that the teſtimony of twelye ſuch witnclles, a3 
ace here ſuppoſed in proof of à miracle's having 
been really wrou ght, did not more than colin. 
55 the Prat, againſt it ariſing from the 
the fact: But he had a mind to 


eneſs of 50 
57. 15 caſe as 9 as he could in favour ＋ 
li be an exce 


„Hume, and et to ſhew that there might 

Ml of ptoof, according to, his 

own principles, on the ſide of miracles: which 
eſt ſtcoys his ma 


againſt.it. It appears to me however, that this 
18 making too large a conceſſion, and at it 5 
not the ren way of putting the caſe. 


Se etn upon the * which hath 
? been 


I from the nature of the thing againſt it, 
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gnify it as. his real opinion, 


; in hypotheſis, that the 22555 
for à miracle can never excecd the evidence 


TR ſhewn, to be a as 9 


which are manifeſtly abſurd 


. 
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things being mitaculous, or ING be .to. 1. 
uſual 72 of nature, is alone} in all, Fir "7: ls 


truth 1 the. caſe. ay be 0 
ckcumſtanced, that the miraculouſncls af thefatt 


is in reality no, prof or guide againſt is at 


all. It will indeed be acknowleged,. as, was 2 


re hinted, that greater evidence is required, 


wil regard to a fact which is Miraculous, 
for any. Br. the common and ordinary courle.. 
But when ſuch eyidenceis.given to prove that a 
miraculous fact was really done, as is ſuitable to, 
the importance of the fact, and which ch canhot. 5 
be rejected without rates, uppoſitions 
Ain ſuch 2 calc, a 
miraculous is no juſt. rcaſon-for 


things 


not giving full aſſent to the tellimony concern - 


ing it. For its being miraculous, in the caſe 
that hath been put, hath nothing in it abſurd ot 
incredible; whereas that twelve men of 3 ; 
minds, and honeſt characters ſhould. combine 
to atteſt a falſhood in oppoſition to all their 
worldly intereſts and Tina judices, and to cycty 
principle that can be ſuppoſed to influence hu- 
TEN nature, without any aſſignable cauſe for 
ſuch a conduct (which has been ſhewn to be 


the caſe with 2 to the witneſſes for Chti- 


ſtianity) is abſolute 1 1 abſurd, nor can in a 
way be accounted for. As to the pretence, 5 
that in this caſe there is a miracle on hoth lides, 
and W the: one is ee e to the 9 : 


, e Ch 


E 2 


| cher feng 
_ irs whole f rce from an abuſe of the word . 
acle, and a confounding, as this writer hath 
artfully done; a miracle and an abſurdity; 48 


| Ele, or even aces 
; of a law of tlattite dy a particular volition sf 


| <ſibte . 7s bur is 4 manifeſt abſurdity; Bit 

in the caſe of an extraordinary Event contrary 1 
_. the uſual courſe of natural cauſes, and wrought 
for a very valuable purpoſe, and by a power 
adequate to the effect, there isintleed* 7 propet 
miracle, but no abſurdity at all. It is true” 


its having been aQually done, Which Yath iff 
the requiſttes that can be jaftly demanded in 


tons: are e — of * wiſdom 


ric AI ritere. | 


5 evidence ; this ſo Phi * 
* on many, and in hi ch * 
19 05 Mr. Hame's Eſlay lics,detiveth 


it were the fame thing. That twelve mei 
ſhould in the eircumſtances ſuppoſed combint 
to atteſt a falſhood, at the hazard of their lives 
and of every thing dear to men, cannot pros 
perly'be called 4 miracl ccordiag to any left: 
nition that can be teaſbnably giy a mira 
g. to Mr. | 
that *ir is a'tran{grefſivn 


finition of a'mitac 


< rhe Deity, of by the interpoſal of ſoine"itivil 


chat its being unuſual and out of the ordinary 
courfe of obſervation and experience, isa gd 
teaſon for not believing it without a ſtrong au 

convineing evidence, a much ſtronger evidefſe 
than would 'be neceſſary, in common and Gr. 
dinafy facts. But when there is an evidence Gf 


ſuch a caſe, and at the fame time fufficlent rea- 


„ | _ 


Chriſtianity; our Lords reſurre 


cient, and not to be 


ſhould vector Us being —_— Kraam 3 
O proof at all that it hath not been 


done, nor can can in any propriety 0 f fr er hy 


called an evidences gein(t i it: wa — — 


o ſuch a Luppoſed fall and ſufficient 8 
merely on this ace an. Per my neaning 
vill de betrer-andert ſtood pplying it 

particular inf TANCE. 
that which is —— — io p 


fact itſelf us evidencly -eniraculous;-and re- V 
quired a divine power to accompliſh ĩt. IR „ 
therefore neceſſary, in order to lay juſt foun- . 
dation for believing. it, that there ſhould be 
luch an cridence given as was proportioned io 
v rtance and extraotdinarineſs of the fact. 
And chat the evidence Which was given of it 
was. Wer ee an evidence, appears, Ithink, 
plainly f n have elſe where obſerved: 
der ming ür *. But if we ſhould put the caſe 
thus, that not only was the fact extraordinary 
in itſelf, and out of the common courſe of na 
ture, but the evidence given of it Was inſu fn 
depended upon, and:had: . * 
circumſtances attending it which: brought it 


; : 
under a juſt ſuſpicion: or, if contrary evidence 
was qt mace invalidate it: e. g. If the fol-- | 
N that us ed the eue, de * 
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i powered the guard, and cared. 
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had afterwards « — — La were: 
the 4 * — times when he was pre- 


tions . — On this Gappolition: 
* might be property ad. that there was exi- 


which-caſe-it — — 20 


them weakened or impaired the — vc2ad 


there was a very ſtrong poſitive: 

that Ohriſt really 

fſhewed himſelf alive after his reſurrection by 

/ _ e . ** 2 evidence 
2 9 9994 1 produced 
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[of exldaddas: in ; 


examine the evidences, and con 
with another, in order to judge which of them 
deſerved the greatet credit, — I. 


r. But as the caſe was ci 


3 the dead; and 


2 


and goodneſs, Which rendered it billy 6 
that Chriſt hould raiſed from the dead: an 
this view of the caſe, the extriocdinarigels of 
the fact, alone cohlid | 


7! i 2, YE 0.00 


d agg RAY Fey 907 any thi ng alleged to 8 
render the 8 Z was given” of it ju) 
1 5 and ſince there ar "alſo very pd. 
reaſons aſfi; | ned worthy. of the divine » HA em ; 


rope 


dered, cannot with any 
propriety be called an iden- againſt the truth 
of it, nor he juſtly urged. as a reaſon for not 


yiclding afullaſenr to the evidence conceraigle 


it, For it was neceſſary to the ends propoſed : 
by the divine wiſdom, that the fact ſhould be 
of an extraordinary and miraculous natute, and 


if it had not been ſo, it would not haye an- 
ſwered thoſe ends. I think therefore it may 


juſtly be affirmed, that taking the calc in all its 
circumſtances, confideting the great firepgth and 
force of the evidence that is given for the fact, 
and the many concurring proofsand atteſtations 
by which it Was confirmed, together with the - 
excellent and important ends for which it was 
deſigned, there is as juſt ground to believe tit 


Chriſt roſe again from the dead, as that he was 


crucified; though the latter be a fact not out f 
the ordinary courſe of nature, and the former 
was evidently ſo. And here it may not be im- 
proper to mention a remarkable obſetvation of _ 
Mr. Locke. He had in giving an account of we 
grounds of. probability Tuppoſed one ground of 


it to be the conformity ↄf a thing with our an 
knowlege, 3 and experience, And 


vol, I 1 | N after 
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e after taking notice of ſeveral things to this pi 
He he obſerves, "That © though common ee 
rience and the ordinary courſe of thing 
_* have juſtly a mighty influence on the mich 
"te of men, to make them give ot refuſe exit 
"bs toany thing propoſed to their belief, yet they 
"« is one caſe wherein the ſtrangeneſs of the fa 
; | © leſſens not the aſſent to a fair teſtimony gives 
'* of it. For where ſuch ſupernatural. event 
are ſuitable to ends aimed at by him whohy 
4 the power to change the courſe of nature; 
there under ſuch circumſtances. they may 
the fitter to procure belief, by how much thy 
ee more they are beyond or contrary to comma 
« obſervation. This is the proper caſe of 1, 
| et racles, which, well atteſted, do not oni 
| 1 cc find credit themſelyes, but give it alſa g 
5 e gther truths which need ſuch a confirmy 
10 tion *.” _ +." 21012080 
Thus this great makes of. 8 is ſo in 
4 _ from thinking with Mr. Hume, that a thing] 
= - being mifaculous, or beyond the common courk 
| = of obſervation and experience, abſolately;de 
= ſtroys all evidence of teſtimony that can be gie 
= /- concerning the truth of the fact; that in his opt 
nion it doth not ſo much as leſſen the aſſent ghet 
| cd to it upon a fair teſtimony; provided..the fir 
pernatural facts thus atteſted were ſuitable toi 

ends of the divine wiſdom and goodneſe, 1. 
5 wrought in atteſtation to Aa revelation. of. mY 
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en acy; and that in that caſe hes mote e 
111 miraculous the fact = the fitter ir is to 
rer ttie end propoſed by it. 
The ingenious author of the peer you ſent 
ne has very propertly ſummed up Mr. Hume s 
3 againſt" de evidence 'of roma 
«TT. go 22 
We. have had'a 5 hCG 150 unintets | 
upted experience, that no events have happens . 
cd contrary to the courſe of nature, from con- 
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rant and unvaried obſervations. We have there- 
ore a full proof that this uniform courſe has not 
een broken in upon, nor ar be roy: any partl- ” 
ny ilar exceptions. ' 


But the obſervation of türk depend g upon; 
nd conſtantly following human teſtimony is by 
10 means aniverſal and 'unintertupred; And 
herefore it does not amount to a full proof, 
kat it either has or will follow'i ir in nad + oor 
ular inſtance. 0 
And — the wer arif "7 from any 
man teſtimony, can never equal the proof that 
Fdeduced againſt 2 mitacle from the very natute 
ff the fact. - 
"This he talen d be 4 full and falt kate of x; 
-Hume's reaſoning: and it appears to me to 
b TY And he ſays, The anſwer is plain. If by 
human teſtimony he would mean of any one 
"ſingle" man: indifferently taken, then his ſc- 
| cond propoſition would be true but” then 
oncluſion would by" no means follow 
80 "Hu" aten 
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'polition *. But it might have been Bic 
_ncither of the propoſitions are. to depend 
upon, and that they are utterly. in ſufficig 15 
ſupport the concluſion he . would, draw, ttg 
"them. For as to the firſt propoſition, it alln 

the very point in queſtion.” It affirms tha 

7 events ve ever happened contrary, 59G coun 
of nature; and that this we know by a loi 1 
. univerſal, and uninterrupted, expetier JIM 

this be meant of the univerſal and 1 5 

rtupted experience 'of all mankind in afl A 

which alone can be of any force in the-prel 
argument, how. doth. it appear that we knowl 
- univerſal and uninterrupted experience, that . 
ſuch, events have ever happened? Ate te 
not ſeveral events, of this kind recorded vg 77 
dible teſtimonies to have, happened, # 1 
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. Thou h- t ing enious 8 hath not directly 1 
Eu | mally Though thei rl on gates yet be has plainly Mesh 
= doth not admit it, When be * That“ the: * ane | 
„ lee Mr. Hume, makes again ſt the veracity of ˖ 
4 mony to weaken it * may be retort "A ql 
* 4 05 againft his unvaried certainty of the coutle of U 
, And that doubtleſs the many approved hiſtories ; we;-hayÞ} 
- lating to miracles, will as much leſſen the probability of «k 
* he calls a full roof on his fide of the queſtion, as alt the 
0 geries and faloods that are brought to diſexedit h teh 
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ae L e experience againſt them, 
his is to take it for granted, 15 po. ſuch 
vents haye eyer F For if — 5 have L 
n infances of ſuch event the experience 
* e and uninterrupted. So then we 
_ ” boaſted argument again EE 
on aiforem experience den er Ik in effect 
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Even the teſtimony of à partie 
perſon may in ſomecaſes be'ſo See 
to leave no room for reaſonable fuſpicion Ap 
doubt. But eſpecfally if we ſpeak of what ti 
a calls 4 collection of men, this map h 
ome caſes be fo ftrong, as to produce u full in 


Believe ed. " Ana tit the 888650 broii 
for the miraculous facts recorded in the G 
Are of this kind hath been oſten clearly'ſhewn; 
The only farther reflection Iſhall make on ti 
gentleman s paper is, that it contains good and pri 
p robſeryationsconcerning our beingdet 
ia matters of practice by probabilities, —<Thatii 
all caſes of mui where to act or fotbei 
may be attended with confiderible damage; 50 
Viſe man makes the leaſt ſcruple of doing Wha 
he apprehends may be of advantage to lila 
| Tren though the thing were doubtful. Bot i 
4 . mattcrs of the utmoſt conſequence, 2 prudent 
= man will think himſelf obliged to take notice 
Ky of the loweſt probability, and will act acc 
ingly. This he applies to the ptactier of e 
on, and ET. that conſi _— the - 


tt 4 8 
* * * 
* 
. * : 
* 
* 
Fd 
c 
b 
- ; 


| Intire conviction, however improbable'thieaWc 
teſted fact might othierwiſe appear to be. A 
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iat it might 
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we true, vere * — elle to ſupport 


gage his aſſent and compliance: or 
ne uppoſed to act differently in this 
lpecto. whathe generally does in allt other : 

concerns of his life. — Sond heb OLE 0M . 1 ET 


handſomely illuſtrated by this gentleman, ai nd 
ſeems very proper to ſhew, that thoſe who ne- 
glect and delpilg religion, do in this, notwith- 
ſtanding their boaſted pretences, act contrary to 
the plain dictates of reaſon and goo- 
But we need not have recourſe to this ſuppoſi- i- 
tion. The evidence on the fide of religion is 
Ml ſuperior, . And if this be the caſe, no 
words can ſufficiently expreſs the folly and un- 
rcaſonableneſs of their conduct, who take up 
with light prejudices and preſu _——_ in oppo- 
ſtion to it; and by chooſing 4. Ene /a rather 

than light, ecting the great ſalvation of- 
fered in the: Goſpel, tun 22 atmofl aud of 
<xpoſing wet 65 * 22 ny y conder : 


7 my thoughts upon che paper you ſent . 
me. I cannot but look 1 the young gentle- 5 
man attempt to be a laudable and ingenious 
one, though there are ſome things in his way of 
managing the argument, which ſeem not to have 
been thoroughly neee * r I am 
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This, With a few additions ſince made t it i 
the ſubſtance of the anſwer. 1 returned: to the 


wotehy, gengleman wN had wrate, to me, apd il 
- which 1 have here inſerted, becauſe; there ie 
ſome thiogs in it chat may tend to the farther fl | 
1 what I had offered in My 4 
will conta in ſome addi \ 


ing de de Parts, and the miracles at: 
tzibutcd. to him; 72 ich-refleQions on 
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the prineiples of” morals,” le reckons A 
_ denital, * mnoreificarion, and -hamility- Fr 
the Monte ir ter, 5 . repreſents. | 
as not only uſeleſt, but as havim ff 
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IS ſo great. 


m. 8 have 855 Elder to that artr 
ani which 1 ſhall here take notice of- | 
m p. 120 of that volume lin.. 1. kai 
made of the high opinion the people had con- 
- ceivett of the Abbe's, extraordinary ſanctity, tas 
- whit tended very much to raiſe, their expect 
tions of miracles to be wrought. at his tomb, 
and by his interceſſion,” If we inquire whence 
"opinion of + his extraotdinary 
at , and upon what it was founded, we ſhall 
7 find it to have been principally, owing to the 
erceſſive auſterities in which he exerciſed him- 
elf for ſevetal yeats, of which therefore, and 
of ſome remarkable things. in His: life and cha- 
rater, it may not be improper to give ſome 
aͤccqunt. The patticulats I ſhall mention ate 
ſet forth at large by the learned Mr. Mofbajm 
in a diſſertation on the miracles: of the Ale 
Pari, and which I did not meet er till after 
the — of the ſecond volume of the 
Neu of the Deiftical Writers. It is intitled 
Inquiſgio in veritatem 3 Tanya 
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' honourable fatnily, and therefore born to an opu- 


5 Wk never better pleaſed, than when this e: 


that thou gh he 
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pa rj Nh 


dle Paris res hs thaumeturgi x. What un 
he there tells us concerning Moni. UE Paris &s' Ab. 
-Faithtally ene thoſe who hold him in the : 

- higheſt - admiration; the -Fanſeni/tivul writers. 
And from their accounts it ſufficiently a 
that his whole life, and eſpecially the latter part 


of it, was one continued ſcene of the moſt abſutd 


ſuperſtition; and which lic carried to e e ; 
that may: 12 thought to border upon 
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lent fortune: though his father, When he faw 


? 2 turn of mind, very-prudently left him but 


part of it, and that in the hands, and under 
1 5 > of his younger brother. But though 
he ſtill had an ample prbwiſtän ide fr him, 


be voluntarily deprived himſelf of all the con- 


veniencies, and even the neceſſaries of life. He 
choſe one obſcure hole or cottage aſter another 
to live in, and oſten mixed with beggars, whom 
he reſembled ſo much in h _caſtorns, ſordid 
and tattered garb, and whole manner of his 
life, that he was fometimes taken for one, and 


bim in the fixects and ways to-derifion-and con- 

tempt. Poverty was What he ſo much affected, 
2 to his brother fot what 
t him, Te" that he . r not 


is father bad 
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years of. his life 2 ſcemed to 5 25 it 1155 buſi- 
nels o conttive ways to weaken, Ae end 


torment his body, and thereby allen his own 
death. Whilg he gave away his income ſo the 
pot, he himſelf voluntarily endured all the 
cvils.apd.hardſhips Which attend the ertremiy 
moe ye 8 Mean and fetched Was 

his arb, black; bread, water, and. herbs, byt 
Withaat ru vinegar, .9r, A 1 
give them. ſavour, was his only ſuſtenahoc, and 
that hut once a day. Ne lay nen dhe gro und, 
1 14 5 


and Was Worn awer ** Ping. 
aon croſt, 3 gilde, chen aud es 1 | 
the ſame metal, all. belfuck with ſharp polnts, 


Were the Err net With 
hich he Was wont to Shaſtiſe hi e 5 
Marks of, Which he bone in his hoy «| ; 
à coutſe he brought himſelf nat gply into great 


weakneſs of body, but into diſorderꝭ of mind: 
PA. this, which vas the natural effect of his . 


manne bf li r1buted to theſinfluenc | 
of the devil, whom God * in Jaſt Judge ent 
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15 oy t "himlclf” of fr, aud would have fold 
el J farhiſhea kbrar Y „ 1 he had not been 
enten! by ſome of nis friends, Whole inter. 
th” te 4 10 preſetve it. For two Yeats debe. 
ther HT du to come to the holy Yippe 
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"to 
crazy, and Who treated him in thenoltih- | 


| jurious f manner. 5 He did all de could 'to'Hide 
himſelf from his friends in one Totty cortage 


after angther, and about a mönth before his 
death irg himſelf in a hut in the cotnet᷑ bf a gar- 


| den, expoſedt to the ſun and wind. Wlien by fach 
ſecverities he had brought Himſelf into an uni- 


verſal bad habit of body, and it was viſtble*to 


his friends, that if he continued in that courſe 


he could not long ſüpport under it, a Phyfctan 
Was called in, who only deſired Him to remove 
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en his cnfccbled conflitution, But all the pe 
tons of his phyſi ician, confeſſor, and of is 


* een nd he C 24 only bias, 864 


not prevail with him to follow 2 advice ſ0 res- 
ſonable and practicible though he was afſured 
that if he uſed that method there Was gien 


dere of is recovery and tar his ite col 
preſerved without it. And when it 


far to comply, as to be willing to take lorne 
4 , it was only an appearance of complying; 
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latter end of the ſecond century, when proba- 
bly. the vety originals, or at leaſt ſeveral 1 | 
taken from, the ori nals, were in 
In p, 365, it is obſerved, that Lord. Being. 
oke-owns, that our Saviout's' ſermon on the 
mount contains excellent precepts of morality, 
and that it was right to carry) the notion of 
virtue as high. as poſſihle. To what is there 
| hinted, lice 3 from the bottom, add as follows, 
without breaking the line. — Some have ob- 5 
jected it as an inſtance of our Saviour's carry ing 
things to an exceſſive rigour, that he not only 
forbids murder, but the being angry without 4 
cauſe, and not only prohibits rhe groſs act of 
en but hath; declared, That whoſoever = 
ih. an 4 woman t tuft after her, hath 
ahead committed adultery with her in his 
Matt. v. 28. But his Lordihip ackno\- 
leget h. that the law. which forbids the commiſ- 
en of, à crime, docs certainly imply, that we 
mould not deſire to commit it; and that to 
pant or extinguiſh that deſite is the beſt ſceutity 
f ou ae #2, by he e * 
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among the Jews. Let 2750 


| nal note be there added: 1 . . N 


tion in the Moſaical law, And the concubiney 
we read of in ſcripture were really wives, tho 
Without a dowry. Thus in the caſe of the 


very bad character. And "_ 2 arenen 
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148 
Moſes mentions is that of Lamech, one 
deſcendants of wicked Cain, and who ſeems by 


He is pleaſed to obſerve; { Thar «« the people 
« of God had an advantage in this reſpect aboye 
« other people. Plurality of wives might hate 
6 made divorces leſs neceſſary: or, if t 
were all alike diſagteeable, the husbands had 
e the reſource of concubines Where he r 


preſents it, as if there was an allowance to the 


peop ple of God in their law itſelf, both to have 
plurality of wives, and beſides theſe to hat 
concubines which were not wives. So it is indeed; 
in the law of Mahomet, where every man; 
allowed four wives, and as many female flaves 
as he can keep. - But there i is no ſuch conſtitu· 


Levite's concubine, Fuds. xix; he is ſaid expre 


to be her husband, and her father is ſeveral 


times called his father-in- ay, vet. 35 1 K. 
ay ; 47 5 Rs wa 8} 

5 569. line 18. after they fould be one: 
add „he firſt in F. ace of poly 4 ny 
the; 


the ſhort hints given of him to have been of 


lers inſtances, Cc. 1 » 29] 


Z , 
5 & 1 f « 
p* 1 ; je J 0 
„ 4 
* * 5 2 ; 4 1 * 
* 2 ; f 
* 1 q 


wy 
1 


22 


Borixę 0 


jnjurious repreſentation Lord Bolingbroke” "has 


af 95 p. ot line 18, 19. notice is taken of ihe - 
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made of the primitive hriſtians, And here Pn 


ket the following marginal note be inſerted? 


Asa ſpecimen how ready our author is to lay 
bold of the ſlighteſt appearances for caſting a 
ſlur upon the ancient Fathers, and primi! ive 
Chriſtians, I would obſerve, that after mention- 
ing the Gnoſtics, and their pretences, he adds, 


That © the Orthodox grew in time as mack 


00. Gnaſtics as others, and we ſee that the Church 


4 of Alexandria thought it neceſſary to be fo 


jn order to be truly religious * Ne is fo 
fond of this thought, that he afterwards repeat - 


eth it, and talks of the © Heretics aſſuming 


«© the pompous title of Gnoſtics, and deſpiſing 3 


the firſt preachers of Chriſtianity, as ignorant 
and illiterate men: and that Clement of Alex- - 
40 andria maintained, that to be a good Chri- 


10 lian it was neceſſary to be a good Gnoticf.” ; 


Ic would be hard to produce an inſtance of : 
greater diſingenuity than Lord Bolingbroke } is 


here. guilty of, and it can ſcarce be ſuppoſed 
that he himſelf was ſo ignorant as not to be ſen- 


ſible of it. The word Gnoſtic properly ſignifies 
a man of knowlege. Some cortupters of Chri- 
ſtianity in the primitive times, who made hig 


pretences to extraordinary knowlege, aſſumed 


that title to themſelves. And becauſe Clement | 
deſcribes the true Gnoſtic in oppoſition to the 
(ae; to ſhew that this name in which thoſe 
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& keeping üp an awe of ſuperiot. powet, aud 

et the belief of a Providence thar ordeted. the 

, courſe of events, it produced all the matyd- 

4 gus effects which Mar hiavel, after Polybins 

1. Cicero, and Plutarch, aſcribes to it.” Ht 

adds, That“ the neglett of religion was 1 

Vt principal cauſe of the evils that Rome after: 

1 4 wards ſüffered. Religion decayed, and the 

ce ſtate decayed with her .“ And if even! 

falſe religion, by keeping up an awe of Tupe 

_ rior power, and the belief of a Providence, hal 

ſo advantageous an influence on the proſperity 

* the ſtate, and the negle of Nan Ow" 
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a; true friends to the public; who take io wo. N 
pains to ſubvert the religion 
a religion eſtabliſhed upon the moſt rational 
and folid foundations, and to ſet men — 
from the awe of a ſu 
lief of a Providence ordering the courſe of 
events, and a manifeſt tendency of whoſe at- 
rempts and endeavours 1s to leave us witt 20uUrt any 
. religion at all? 1-4 
0 I have now finiſhed. the addidlons 1 purpoſe 

to make to my former obſervations on the late 
Lord Bolingbroke's' poſthumous works; and as 
you and ſome others of my friends have thought 
it proper to reprint my REFLECTIONS on the 
late Lord Bolzngbroke's Letters on the Study 

and Uſe of Hiſtory, I have carefully reviſed 

that little pamphlet, and ſubmit it to your 
judgment, whether it may not come in ae 5 
in ar of the des ax i 1990 | 
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Advertiſement to the Reader. 


IN the former editions of theſe ReflefF;jons, © 
| beſides the remarks that were made upon 
thoſe paſſages in Lord Bolingbroke's Letters 
which relate to Chriſtianity and the Holy Scrip- 
tures, there were ſeveral things added- of a po- 
litical nature, and care was taken to examine 
and detect his Lordſhip's miſrepreſentations. 

But in this edition it is thought proper not to 
intermix any thing of à political nature, which 
would not be ſo well ſuited to the deſign of 
the preſent work. For this reaſon, whereas in 
ge 18 of theſe Reflections it was propoſed 


to diſtribute the remarks into three heads, the 


third of which related to the ſevere reflections 
Lord Bolingbroke had made upon the conſe- 
quences of the late revolution, and the ſtate of 
things under the preſent eſtabliſnment.— This 
third head, which in the former editions reached 

from p. 133 to p. 166, is omitted. „ 
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ox atath'a names of perlons, whaſe learning 
and god ſenſe, and eminent metit, 208 — 
verſally acknowleged. I hall-nor! mention any. 
oftheClergron chi ces hon, becauſe they miight 
perhaps he excepted a gainſt : tho, if Sende 
know lege and bela, if depth of tho ght, and gh 
eractueſs ol judgment, if great candour and probity ON 
of manners, ot if ſineneſs of genius, and elegance 
of taſte, 1 in polite literature, might recommend 5 
thetn as Py to judge in theſe matters; many of 
them might be named, fo confeſſediy eminent 
in all the reſpects, 35 ; would render them or. 
naments 0 any profeſſion i in the world. But it 
may not be improper to mention ſome; illuſtri⸗ 5 
ous. Laymen, -who haye cither profelſedly writ. | 
ten in defence of Chriſtianicy, and" the holy 
Scriptures,” or have, in their Writings, ſhe wn an 
high, cltcem and veneration for them. Of fo- 
reigners, among many that might be mentioned 
to advantage, I ſhall only rake notice of the 


Lord Du Phſſir Marna),. who was b both A ve 
viſc ſtateſman, and eminently learned; the cc 
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as Lord Bacon, Mr. Selden, Si it Charles Wolfth; 
A Mr. Locke, Sir Tſaac Newton, Mr. Addiſon; 


| Py tobe ranked with theſcilluſtrious nate 


tion and figure in the world, and great politieal 
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| tioning two gentlemen now living; of achte 
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levity and inatte ention of mind, and 4 
an abſolute indiffereney to all rel igion, "ad to all 
inquiries about it. It is no eaſy matter to preva 


vho are under the power of ſenſual affections 
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watkable, and wotthy of ou attention, than the 
; cies; the moral and een 


— 


writings. © % H i, [5409 ½%⅛ TL A, 
As to a general 1 oftthels hiſtory;/i is of 
as different a complexion from that of other 
nations as their laws, and is of the ſame nöble 
tendency with their othet ſacred books. It every- 
where breathes the round een forthe 
Deity. The chief deſign of it is not merely to 
auſwer civil ot political views, or to pteſerve the 7 

annals of their nation, or trace it up to its ori- 


ginal, though this alſo is done, but for nobler 


2 to promote the trus worſhip of God, 
aud the practice of piety and virtue; to pre d 


the remembrance of God's wonderful works of | 


providence towards his profeſſing peoples to 
ſhew the favours, the bleſſings, che deliverances/ | 
vouchſafed to them, the proſperity neſs 
they enjoyed, when they kept dae 
of God, and continued in the ptactice of virtue 
and righteouſneſs; and on tlie other hand, the 
great calamities which befel them when they 


broke the divine law and covcnant, and lapſed 


into idolatry, vice, and wickedneſs. Such are 
me uſeful leſſons which their hiſtory is deſigned 
to: teach, and to this excellent end is it directed. 
Io which it may be added, that chere are 
obſervable in it remarkable characters of ſim- 
plicity, and; an impartial regard to truth. It is 
plain, from the whole tenor of their hiſtory, that 
it was not compiled to give falſe and flattering 
accounts of their nation, or partial and elegant 
Vol.. III. Q egncomiums 
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actions indeed are recorded; but theig faults are 
| that deſeryes to be admired. Neither Romani 
Greeks, Egyptians, not any other people, haut 


ſuch repeated revo io 

of > country. | Lot, us ſuppoſe; the. 
never ſo much p 
it would nevet have p 


Theis diſgraces, defeats, capti 
qyently brought wh the yoke of the ncighs. 


of ea on i MMA d juſt 


Reflections on ibe Las 
2 of their great. men. Thee en 


alſo related with a ſimplicity and impartiality 


formed. their hiſtoxies ſo much to the,difadyan, 
rage of their own nation, or charged them i 
lrs from the.rcligii and lays 


with the ſpitit of lying, 
put them upon forging a 
body of hiſtory ſo pov wt the prejudice of. their 
own national character. Ir tendeth indeed 10 
give an high idea of the great things hays Dad 
done for them, of the privileges conferred upon 
them, and the excellency of theic £44 (and 
that their laws are excellent, no man can deut 
that ſeriouſly. reads and conſiders them). 27 
the ſame time it ſetteth the ingtatitude, the 
diſobedience, the ſtupidity, of that people, they 
oppoſition to God's: authority, and abuſe; of his 
goodneſs, their manifold. backſlidings and un- 
ſtedfaſtneſs in his covenant, in the ſtrongeſt lig x. 
ties, are No: 
ed as fic- 


g. 8 r . een — ww = rw yeA. 


where conceaied; they are repreſ 


bouring nations in 4 manner much to their dil, 
honout; and their deliverances are aſcribed, not 
to their own wiſdom, conduct, and bravery, Mt. 
to the mercy of God, upon their repentauct. 
In a word, their hiſtory is a continued accoum 


/ 


Lord Bolingbroke 1 


ciſed towards them; and of their/own: fra 
tſe, and unaccouutable conduct. This is 40 
manifeſt; that it hath been often turned to theiw 
reptoach, and hath given occaſion to the repre- 
lenting them as an obſtinate, ungrateful, and re. 
belllous race, and to ſuch a chatge as St. Stephens 
advanceth'againſt them from their own-Scrips' 
utes ; Te fifmecked; and uncircumciſed in hart 
md tars, ye ao always re the Holy Ghoſt: 4s. 
10u fathers aid, ſo db ye. Whith of rhe prophets 
have nor your farhers perſecuted ? Acts vii. 51. 
Theſe conſiderations naturally tend to derive a' - 
peculiar credit to the ei Scriptures, as con- 
tulning true and Fairhfal accounts, not forged by 
z ſaperſtitions lying people; Whatever opinion 
thetefore” we may have'of the Jews, yer their 
Sacred Books deſerve great regard.” Nor is there 
ay ground to ſuppoſe; that theſe books or re- 
ads wele bf their itiventing. At leaſt; I believe, 
155 ſearce he pretended with regatd to the 
in the latter times of their ſtate, however 
they miglit other wiſe be addicted to fiction and 
embelliſhment. They received theſe books as. 
ſicred from their anceſtors, and were themſelyes 
ſo tally perſuaded of the divine original and” 
authority of their laws, and the certainty and! 
authenticity of theſe records, that they adhered 
to them with a Zeal ſcarce to be parallelgg in any 
other nation: ſo great was the veneratior they 
had for them, that after the canon was com- 
plered, they were extremely ſcrupulous not to 


make any additions to their Sacred, Books, or 
2 2 | 4 reccive 
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L that the captives forgot their country, an 
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mecclee any ohen into their number * eat 
| rity, though written by the greatelt and 
wiſeſt men of their nation. And if any perſon 
had endeavoured: to alter or corrupt. them, thi 
fraud, the impoſture, muſt have ; meds 
ately: detected. For. theſe Sacred Books: Were 
„like thoſe: of other nations, confined to th 
prieſts only they were in the hands of ide 
people, conſtantly and publickly read in their | 
vs ei the hs and the facts, were W | 
they wete all acquainted: with and inſtruQted i, ' 
from their infancy. i 1, Aan in . = 
lf therefore thete be any grounc | of ſuſpicion, 
it muſt fall, not upon the latter eus, but, upon 
Ezna, and thoſe by whom the ſacred canon 
Was finiſhed; If their hiſtory and Sacred: Books 
were forged or corrupted, the moſt likely time 
rhat can be fixed. upon for it is upon their rerura 
from the Babylonz/ſh captivity... And thi this-leems 
to be the æra fixed upon by the author of the 
a Feber. He obſerves . that; the Babylon 
<.;captivity [laſted ſo long, and ſuch;,circuw- 
4 ſtances, whatever they were, accompanicd j. 


25 even their language, the Hebrew diale(,, dt 
4 fleaſt, and character *,”— And afterwards 
f he intimates; that the Scri ptures were 
&% og the captivity #,”— And he obſer, 
; a began, and Simon the Juſt finiſt cc 
x che © 80 the SNOOP; . 
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Let us grant, ern the 5 
the Jeb learned the Ohaldee language, which = 
thenceforth became more familiar to them thith, 
the Hebrets; and that the old: Hebrew charater 
Was, as many learned men ſuppbiſe, chaugh it is 
far from being certain; changed fot the a; - 
the latter belt fairer, Gaſſer? and more gencratly 
uſed ameng the people pet this is für from 
ptoving, either Te a language 
| ntirely forgotten by the em; or that their Sacred 
Books were loſt in the captivity. There are 
many things that plainly ſhew the contrary. Thie 
prophet EK EL, ho propheſicd during the 
. Uptivity dhe Jews in Chaldea, vrit and pub- 
liſhed his propflectes in Hebrew. So did the 
prophets HA&Gki, ZxCcHAR IAN, and MALAcUMHj, 
O pi oplieſſed feretal years after the return 
ſtom the Babylon captivity: which ſhows, — 
the Hebyear language was ſtill in uſe, and\w 
underſtood by many of the people. The Ame | 
thing may be concluded from this; that all the 
Siered Books that were written after the captivity 
were written in Hebrew, except a part of Ezra 
and DANTE U N EHEMTAH, who had been a great 


in Hebreæuir Which ſhows, that the Fews who 
continued in Perſia; their great meh at leaſtʒ ſtill 
retained the knowlege of that language. And 
a tlic 1 5 Eu was not abſolutely for- 

en among the Fews' in their captivity, ſo 5 
neither were their Sacreſ Books intirely loſt; 
Indeed it were * it. That cap- 

1 ) 1 
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man in the Perſtam court, writ his own memoirs 


4 dealer, ho ſarvived-the rs en 

lived to come back. Many of the fragen und 
; Levites,andchictof theferbers,: Were uti 
ent men, TODO had Jeen'the firſt houſe, whowHhe 
Foundation of the 'jetond houſe was laid befwe 
heir eyes, wept with a>loud voice, ERA II.. 


All thoſe among them that lived to ſeventy ot 
en, 8 . | 
Jan e religin "a | and 1av ; 
very abſurd. Add WA thay the) people we 
in expectation of a deliverance,” and r | 4 
to tlieit on land, of which the prophets 
aſſurec them; and this / would naturally nil 
them more careful to preſerve their laws; nd 
the antient authentic records and memortas st 
their nation. It appeareth from the account ; 
given of thoſe that returned, that many of hs 


Priefis the Levites,: the . — the TART, 
the 'Nethinimes, —.— 
gies during the ca 
return, ang of their en ployed it the 
ſacred functions; ant thoſe who: an not 
ö 81 — their ö were „ 
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do thi 1 155 
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which wer their orga reons ahd f 
the. laws on which their hole conſtiri 
dependedèe eee eee Har bk 8 „ heal 
"0 che ee had been far changing 0 6050 
uſtoms, we may ſuppoſe it muſt have 
been in order to > their. adapting thoſe of their. 
conquerots. and of the country to which they 
ſplanted, and in which they ſettled. 


8 — that, in fact, they did not do 


| this;lince the whole ſyſtem of their worſhip and 


conſtitut ion was, upon their return, very differ- 
ant from chat of che Hab lonians. IK 

they learned their language, or uſed their letters 
and, characters in writing yet ſtill it is certain, 
chat they Worſhiped not their gods, nor adopt- 


<d their religion, and ſacred rites. They ſtill pre- - 


ſetved their on; and the captivity and deſo- 
lation of their nation, which they looked upon as 
2. puniſnment fot their manifold tevolts, idola- 
tries, and deviations from their law, tended to 
2 of exting e their venera- 
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the prophecies forchelrieccurn; irappearge "th 

a Kof IE 2 EMIAH 'sProphe tad 
dim, Dan ir-. Aud the confeſſion he ther 
maker is remarkable: Ml al zve tranſyreſ 

| . 5 ouch that: 2 — written in lis of Al Mas 
 Theſervant Go -we harve ſinne 5 
Him. And A hath: rom; hugh hzs. words uni 
be ſpake againft us, and againſt. our judgesthut 


1 this evil is come upon us, ver. r, 1 
Here it is plainly ſuppoſed; that there was A Wil 
ten law of Moſes extant in his time, known to him 
and to the people, and which was regarded 
the law of God himſelf: that they on tran- 
greſſed that law, and thereby had expoſed them- 
_ «ſelves to the dreadful. judgments de ounctd 
_ . againſt them, and written in that law, as: the 
Juſt puniſhment of their revolt and difobedicuce, 
Soon after this, when the people returned, under 
the conduct of ZERUBBABEL, |ESHUA, and othen, 
we find them gathered together to celebrate the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles, in the ſeventl month, and 
offering the daily burnt-offerings, and thoſe of 
the new-mpons; and: ſer feaſts, beſides fr e. ill 

offerings: and all this is ſaid to be donc a 
Axitten in the lau af Moſes, Ezra iii. 16. and 
this plainly ſhe weth, that they had tlie Written 


law of Meſes with them. They alſo appointed 
the Pricfts and Levites, | in Fair * * 


4. As ii is dritten in tba n 
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Wel 
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times, Ad | 
anidgmenvor thei ſacred hiſtory, isa manifeſt 
| 00 * 


Books in che captivity. The ſame dh . 
may be applied to ile prophetical, Waitings, ; 
ind to thein ſacred records. It — 


hiſtory: of their kings was 
— Dok 


——— ſuppoſ M 
— Wanſin⸗ deins. and in the. bene au- | 
every ching ICC ding ta that ſony 1 ff * 1 
ſeribed in Artuxerre ss commiſſion as a ready 
ſcribe in the law of- Moſess as one greatly skilled 

| to 5 ohen ing; And 
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reel fire by oights the giving them mann 
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cg them water 2 0 and Gay, bring 
55 things, Which are remarkable 
aan the hiloryof 8 wah 


5 . the Wildern: ls, the ſtand- 
ing diſgracg of their natiqn, and theis ſubls- 
quent revolts, calamities, and deliyerances, aſter 
Le „ | 
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captivity vthey were in poſſe | 
SE: reat veneration, — Rave 
C TO. Ft Mes. Aud it would bea ys | 
imaginati ſuppoſe, that he had it in his 
pover, even i, be ad it: in his inclination; fas 
on allthe Jes, both thaſe in Judeꝶa 


. r—— — * 


—— h ——ů— as to make then all 
with ono con ſent receive thoſe for theit mia 
laws, by which their nation had been always go» 
verned, ND were not their antient lawss and 
ole for their antient authentic hiſtories, and wr 
12 Cre 


4 them according to that law? andthe 
I ᷑̃k it hack wor Been Well known, 0 e 5 520 


| ue ee Alf r hs WS 8 From 
Artur ves extended te Wag, ke rde thingsie 10 


rording to the law 5 ane chis he effect 
Wuen, he came, he fut ſeveral abaſes bei 
to thut 1a nanced by men f 


wet and Interna in which ſeveral of; 
Chief pfleſts, 25 Well as numbers: Of the peo 1 
wete engaged; and he ſet” RinifelF c f 0 
tions would not have been tãmely ſubmitte is 


conſtitutions he wag won cher 


7 based to ERA, and ro moſe wem tie Jeu 
call the men of the great ſyna) ogue ; the laſt if 


R — 4 pubuted Mail ce 
Were known to e authentic. It may indeed be 
ell ſuppoſed, chat faults and variatiohs might 
have crept into the copies of 'the 
that they needed to be carefully reviſed. "And 
this was 4 work for which EAN A Was adriirad) 
fitted by his great skill in the law, and in lie 
| crecfecords of his nation, as well 28 Ris "noted 
y. "A id if he accordingly” eilen 
bee (2 iu in - original 


5 thi 8 got #6 he 


S5 and- 
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® viginal Jad | | A 
Fe felt edition of a 05 W 2 2 
ent records, to render.them. of more gene- 
v1 FY uſe among the people, and here and cher in- 
Eos things chat Were grown obſcure 3 this was | 
BY ainly a work of great .uſe,; - And ſupꝑ | 
F tim to haye done this, and that this work on- 
i tinued to be afterwards carried on by ſome o 
1 the molt. knowing; and excellent men gν² tn 
4% dation, 955 it was with great care completed, I 
Jo not ſee how it in the lealt affects the autho - 
rity ot credibility of thoſe books. The hole 
nation inf general were ſo ſenſible of ERA S 
great fidelity and diligence, that he Was always, . 
afterwards, had in the higheſt honour; and ther 
were ſo convinced, that theſe were the original 
Sacted Bogks, that they received them with an 
extraordinary veneration. Nor did they ever 
pay. the ſame regard toſany other ſubſequent. 
fe in, theix own nation. And though the 
ANHEDRIM. continued to have great — 
rity. among chem, they never pretended, 


| any other hooks upon them as divine, ot as — 
equal authority with the Sacred Books. No] 


bow comes it, that they put ſo great a difference. 
between them, and that the authority of theſe 
books was univerſally acknowleged by the whole 
n. ion, and the other not? This ſheweth, that 
however credulous the Jews might be in other 
things, yet they were particularly exact and ſcru- 


kulous in not receiving any books into the ſacred 
5 1 8 canon, 
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uu den which/i8 ontaine# in the books 
* t is there we have au accoùnt of Hs 
conſtitution ef cheir facted polity 3 the pid 
of che ten command ments, wich the 
moumaring d det n be 
ne done in Ken and it the "by 
tb ac . 75 
1 authentic; wilt not inte ſeraplethe 
132 parts of their iſtory. Now) 1 7 
that as it was not EZ that gave 40 
r the law of gen, which wis i the 
high authority before, or who cauſed "the 
_ people to receive it as divine; fo neither wet 
— — whereby — 6f that lan Wy 


alldlong believed, att renew bbünet of thi 
"The bobks of” w_ 
re of /aws and 


"up, umong the people. 
be 4 ae illtet Y 
| tiring 
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dec that the! fats Thowd ge along u 
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Lows wh yete giyen . And it deſetvetii to be 


ave been impoſed upon 


prople,, however flup 
wen the time the laws were given, if they 


75 demanded, f A jenrney Henadhtihg e ws 
ren, Where che :xeccived the law 3 ot 8 5 


* Ken ee enen aan | 
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more e etfecually - — his: oo upon 


ignorant and ſuperſtitious people. But he — 4 | 


Gy hay falt rte of ſuch a . 


had, not. been true. If Moaxs had only; told the 
Hale, 2h. Mamoru did the, 8 in. 


the ples dn all ages, From che fiche in — | 


We apes — Ki _ 


quite; diffetent method. The faſts he:relateth; ' 


and upon the credit of which the divine anthoticy- 
of -his laws. is ceſted, were of a moſt pub | 
ture, done in open view: before the people, - of 
ir they were all aid to be witneſſes, and in 
which thereſote, if they had not been true, it 
would have been en e 2 


44 that they 
mitted. to ſuch a law. and * if they 
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would have received-or ſab» | 
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= theſe 0s wh he Aer vinity of it was c On 
_fitmed.: In the admirable recapitulation of the 
law, contain d in the book o Deuteronomę, hic 
carrieth as firong evidences of genuine antiquij 
| famplicity, and integrity, as any writings. pe. of 
fibly have, and in which he delivereth hunk 
 withaninimitablegrayity,dignity; and authoriry 
mixed with the moſt aﬀfectionats tendernelsan 
concern, as becometh the lawgiver and father of 
h people, and exhorteth them to the obſcrvatior 
of the law in the moſt pathetical and engaging 
manner; there is à conſtant reference 10 the 
great and extraordinary facts wrought 1 in Egg, 
- And in the Wilderneſs s an appeal is 'made't0 
the people, concerning them, as things which 
they themſelves had ſeen and known, 'And 
never was there greater care taken to pteſen A 
a temembrance of any laws and facts than there 5 
was of theſe. He delivered the bock of-the Ml ; 
law, containing an account both of laws 4 
facts, not only to the-prie/ts,” but to the An 
I Iſtael, the heads of the ſeveral tribes; befor 
his death. And the original of the law waß de 
poſited in the ſides of the ark, in the molt holy 
place. A möſt ſolemn charge was laid upon the 
people, in the name of God, as they valurdꝭ his 
favour, and their on happineſs, frequentiy 10 
conſider thoſe laws and facts themſelves, and 00 


teach them diligently totheir children... Seer red 
tites were inſtituted, and public feſtivals ap 
OI" to * the ne 'of 1 mm 
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pon the Credit of 1018 facts; eie WH 
orh at firſt! received; and continued aftetw Fc 
n ind fobratttal £6 : för ok! 
withſtand requent defections of | the 
pcople to the r rires and ciiffoms' of the 
cighbouting nations, yet they never rorally - 

nd univectally apoffatized from'thelaw of Mo: 
/s, var (ih acknowleged its lacrednefs and ae 
e authority ®. „ 

The author of theſe Raden rell. at Jeet 
notice of the fables inyented'by "the Fielleniftir 
Jews, ro authorize the Greek verfion'of the He. 


l Vite Sctij pet res T. But Ido not ſee how any arg 
ment can be faixiy drawn ftom theſe fables to the 


prejudice of the Sacred Books themſel ves, whiclf 
were Leg! . or to e thelt autho? 
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140 of the divine authority of ahe origina} e. 
Os might make the Ze: Alexandria 
more teady to entertain fiories, in favour of be 
hy nx il of theſe Scriptures. into.Greekz: 
which they. found great benefit ;, this being the 
ge they ;beſt-npderfigod, and SM 


| Bae of genetal uſe. But thoſe otic; 


| -ncrally receixed by the cuijſt nation, 
they, all univerſally. agree in ACK 
| _ ing the authority of the originals nor Were 
ever. inſerted in 25 facxed, writings, tin 
any books, the authority. of which Was genepally 
received. among ig 44; 5 uf ＋ Illi 


The ficlt, 5 that gave mo” to tho! ſe ſtoxies 
was, the hiſtory of Arzſteas: which ſeen 
| have been contrived. on. purpoſe to do honour 


to that verſion, and gives a pompous account of 


it. And yet even in that hiſtory there is nothing 
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« 1 aſabl — weak | 
* rharknew, or might — theſe 
* farbets made uſe of other Goſpels, wherein 
uch paſſages might be contained, or they 
might be. preſerved in unwritten tradition. 
Beſides which, I would almoſt venture to af- 
an ba tare Fathers of the firſt century do 
not expreſly name the Goſpels we e vf 5 
Matt Bab, Mark Luke, and ohn 
design is plainiy to ſign niſyn chat chere is no 
Poor, chat tlie Goſpels, he bocks of the Runn- 
belle which we now have in our hands, "v wete 8 
ü in the e firſt age of Oheiſtianity, * wt” 
W 1 a Vol. T p- 77. 179,” 103041 8! 
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Arcus is matter of importance, Iſhallgffc 
ſome obſervations:@peEnit:; t. 8 
And, firſt It is tobe obſerved, that thot 
few of the writings of the fathers. of . 
century are come down to us, and thoſe gene- 
rally very ſnort; yet it cannot be denied, that in 
all theſe writings the facts recorded in the 
Goſpels, eſpecially relating to our Lord's paſſion 
and reſurrection, and the ſcheme of religion 
there taught, are all along ſuppoſed, and refected 
to, as of undoubted truth and certainty, and. af 
divine original: ſothat thoſe writings of the aps- 
ſtolical — materially tothe 
- Goſpels; and to the facts there related, and come 
in aid of thoſe acc It is alſo magifclt, that 

there are ſeveral particularpaſſa esquot 
vritings, which ſeem plainly to refer to paſlzges 
thatarenow found in the Evangeliſts; and theſe 
mentioned in a manner gs Gam 


. Mvederit,o-valid objeRion againſt this, — 
do not cite the Goſpels of Matthew, Mari, Huli, 
and Jahn, by name: for it is not their cuſtom, 
in mentioning paſſages of Scripture, to name the 
particular books out of which theſe paſſages ate 
extracted; they content themſelves with. pro 
ducing the paſſages, or giving the ſenſe of them, 
Thus they generally do with regard to teſtimo- 
nies produced from the ſacred books of the Old 
Teſtament: and yet no one will deny, that the) 
had thoſe books in their hands, and acknov- 


_ their divine authority. 2 25 
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2 Bolingbroke's Eggs 221 
Ben in his Epiſtle, has ſome plain re- 

keiences do paſſages that are to be found in St. 

Matthew's Goſpel. And, with tegard to one of 


them, he introduceth it with ſaying, It ig 
urittenʒ which was a form of quotation uſual 


among tie Je -s in eiting their Sacred Books; 
and ſeenis plainly to ſhe , that he referted to 
written aecounts of the acti ons and \diſcourics 
of our Savioue. b SGD 9 VIE 
Clement, in his Epiſtle met elods-feverab n- | 
mackable *paſages in out Lord's diſcourſes, re- 
corded by the Evangeliſts, Matt heu, Mark; and 
Lutte; he calls them, the words: of the Lora 
Jeſus ,xwhieh be pale; and repreſents tliem as 
of the higheſt Nee and e 
preteſt regards "102" +11 1 | + ad? 
Tee hath ſeveral paſt ges; Which either 
ze plain references, or manifeſt alluſions; to 
paſſages that are to be found in St. Matthew's 
Goſpel; and ts ſeveral other books of the New 
Tellamente He tells thoſe eo whom he writes, ; 
that t <« ought to hearken to the Pro 
allytothe Goſpel, in which the pal⸗ 
ee manlſeſted to us, and the reſar- 
rection perfected *. Where, as by che Pro. 
phets are undoubtedly to be underſtood the pro 
phetical wrirings; ſo by the Goſpel ſeem plainly 
to be underſtood the writings of the Evangeliſts, 
collected into one book called the Goſpel. And 
wee peaks oo the ſame Paley, 
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and in een which thay, 
the Goſpel was of the 1 moſt facred al 
Among Chriſtians. 
 '.. Polyearp, in his pille ts 
hath many paſſages that plainly. 25 ot 
to texts of the New Teſtament. And, quo Nt 
ome paſſages. which ate exprelly foup) d. 15 h 
Evangeliſis, he introduces them thus, N L 
bath fad. He expreſſes his confidence, t the 
Philippians, to whom he writes, were welluner- 
ezſed in the Holy, Scriptures.” And it Fab 
from What he there adds, that by dhe 10 
Scriptures be particularly intends: tlie fe 
vritings of the New Teftament : 85 ow, 
that they were had in the greateſt venen rarion-by 
the Chriſtians of that age. bY. TY +1 In 

He that would ſee a: more didind 5 
theſerhivgs may conſult the learned Br. N 
ners accurate collection of paſſag ges from ic 
apoſtolical fathers, in bis Sed, of" Fr 
Goſpel history, Part II. Vol. J. e 

Jt appeateth [from this bfief aceohg 
the apofidlicel fxthets have taken as mul d 1271 
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ably expected, or as they had occalion 48.6 ; 
And therefore I ſee not why Mr. Abbadie ſhe 
| be charged with an abuſe ot hiſtory, for teptyfeiß. 
ing dhe fathers of the firſt century, as Hat 
cited the books of the Evangeliſts; finceths 
they do not expreſly quote them by nate, f 
they quote paſſages as of facred authority, wh 
are to be found in theſe books: and therefore it 
1 2 | may 
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which ch oe opp 2 was taken out of 18 5 off pet 
e which itſelf was fra s 
7275 'sGoſpel, with ſore interpolationsand 


e may, be fairly in: 


additions; and yet that 
poop of Wy 


rerpreted, as 7 1 19 the * 
Viour, 7 Ke, 
- "Fe may. a $5 inde d | from 
ction to 10 5 178 that many; i 


99985 of dur Saviour s fe, miracles, diſcpu 


n general ly received-among Chriftiar 
thentic; | probably be a 
With ſufffcient cxaftneſs, png h 


things falſe or unckrtain. And 
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not likely, that the paſlages, referred. to by tlie | 


fathersof the firſt century, were taken from thoſe 
writings: it is far more probable, that they were 
taken from the books of th Evangeliſts, where n Ve 
ſill find them, and which were then extant, and 
their authority acknowle ge among Che riltian 
That the Goſpels whi 5 pe ern o in o 

bal were pndonbredly extant in the poll 
cal age, and regarded as authentic, admitteth of 
a clear proof, if it be conſidered, that in the 
age immediately ſuccceding we find, brag 
verlally received and acknow! cged i in the Chij- 
ftian church. There are - 'ſeveral doc ks: com 
down to our times, which were written f hy au- 
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io-his: writings; which-plainly -1 


pens mga pre drawn. from 8 8 
by which it ds:aanifeſt, that they were then ret 
— — in the 958 5 | 
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miri — and the critings of the 
Prophets; in the religions aſſemblies of Chtiſti - 
ow is ms; by the mewains of the Apoſtles, ; 


| Da ges in dis wiitings 1 and par- 
— ue paſſage in this very Apology, 
where, having mentioned the memoirs compaſed 


bythe Apoflles; he adds, ay uch ure called Goſpels: 


and there are frequent citations from all a th m 


looked upon thoſe books as onthontic bifioriesof ; | 


Jeſus Chriſt. The ſame may be obſerved con- 
mi der writers in that century. And ſince 
it is manifeſt; that the four Goſpels were geng- 


received, and had in the higheſt eſteem and 
reticration; among Chriſtians in the ſecond cen - 


tary, even in the former part of it (for that Apo- 
logy was written about the year 139-08 140.) 


this plainly ſheweth, that the Goſpels muſt have 


been written and publiſhed in the apaſtolical age 
itſolf. Andoit was, becauſe they were known 


to have been written by the Apoſtles, or their 
ü N intimates; and that the accounts. 
„ . mann 
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| - Fenaine; and had in great eſteer 
And inde if they had not been writrem in 
pdRidlicalage, andthenEnownmwbe genublh, ! 


the ber age, they could have been fo gene 


diſperſed, and ſtatediy read in tire · Ot 


ſiem blies, "ad regarded us of equal 
With che wiirihgs of the hb paphets Wii 


had been for Tome ages tead in the ſynagogur 
bon the Sabbath Aas. And though d great cl 
mot hatn been raiſed concerning] ſome ſpurious F 
© Goſpels, which dpptated'in'thepriraitive'rimic,  - 
there is nothing capable ef a chearer ban WY - 
To che four Colpels, and _— veg: * 
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may be added, finder h 
tek yritliigs ianity, thong they 
_ often mention f > LK 3 
ever retended, that thöſe books were nut Writs 


ten 7 thoſe to wh om they are'drtribuved 3 b 
2 others, in after- times, Ander . 9 


nor do they evet mention an charge os aſp} 


cion of this kind, as having' been brought'agathi 
Hol books by their anceſtes. ron, 
Thus we find, by the acknowlegement of 
fen and enemies, hEͤr lived neareſt to thoſt 
times that the accounts contained in the book; 
of tlie Evangeliſts were written in tlie apoſtoli 
age; the age in Which thoſe facts ate ſaid to 
have been done, Which are there recorded. 
There are plainircferences to them, and paſfages 
roduced o one of chem. In the few Ars: 
1 . a in the age 
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A 1050 Alex. contra Nate. 10 * 527. 545.0 Spaviein | 


— 5 imme · 


| fucceedjn e e fall roo, | 
ey were ce en the Obi 
2 ee divine authority; and reac 
# ſuch id the Chriſtian alfemblics; and were 
Atibed to hriſt's own” immediate arten dante, 1 
of their iti N ate « compar tions," Matthew; Mare, 
2 Fobn, by "name?" This Harz been 
ed ever fince 18 all a. 


i 3 and conti Bell 
evidence, e Cannot he produced for an pier 
boo e e vod be 5 
yety unreaſonable man, thagouid ten Nor chen 
r e the books of Livy, We. 
Tacitus, Wete written by: thoſe whole* 

they beat.” Bur che Delle and his nf, 
among tlie reſt, moſt unreaſonably reje 


historical teſtimony and evidence in behalf or 
the Scriptutes, which they would accothrtobe 
ufficient Wich re 121 to an other books is tie 
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world. | e I E „ e 
It gives a mighty force to all this, that, upon 
à careful examining and conſidering the boo | 
themſelves, tliey bear the plain marks aud cha- 
tafters of the firſt, the apoſtolical age; and not 
one mark of a later date. Though three of the 
Evangeliſts make particulat mention of our Sa- 
viour s predictions concerning the deſtruction of 
a Jeruſalem, andthe temple; yet there is not any 
intimation given in any one book of the New 
Teſtament," of that deſtruction as having been 
del * accompliſhed, WE was in forty 


10 | 8 


' Years after ope Land cryeifiaiog, jo) 
Keargt have beep avgidad,, but that ſms or, 2 
f them muſt have taken netic. of it, conſider 
ing the manꝝ accaſtons there were fox menting- 
int it, if theſe books bad been generally writtc 
ra 80 8. el WP 

ing of St. Lulss Goipel, con 
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idently 97 5 ate 
ec od time he ſore the death. 
For it. is plain, tom the accpuny 
tiven in that boch, that Eng: of, 
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tC ſes were yet Ring; bot fant dota 
rally agtecd, that St. MEE hole Gbſpel was pub 
lde Before eat or Sk. Eule; and chat rde 
Goölpel of St. Jon was writeen tft of all.” And 
yer this Taft; as is manifeſt from the beck eſa, 
was Written r of Chrigd on dlkeiples, the 
iſe ot Pe As ed. And it appeareth'tb 
have k y def} tiled? to record Nen 
things, Ne were not dif fly raken notice uf 
4 the ocher evanyetical Weiters. ' Accottiny 
We And, that cough the facts are there plainly 
ond,  Whith Ae related by the other Bran- 
lifts; yet thote” fracfes aud Uifcourtes of our 
are "<lifefly' iniſiſteti upo „Which cirtter 
A en by tem, or but fligtnty wer | 
lideed "whoſoever" impattfaly confidererh thi 
Kritiags or the New Feſtament, will cafty e- 
lere! in” them anz peculſar cheaters; whith 
pt yy pou to the time th which they were 
yficten,” And tffere is all the reuſdn in the wr 
to kick, that H theſe books had been written 
ill a füccecding age, they would have been in 
Kperal telpetts difetent from bat tuey now ure. 

ie Chriſtian religion here appeareth in its pri- 
Sie ſimplicity, - without any of the mixrures 
'of following ages. The idea tit is given of the 
Chriſtian church, in the writings. of the'New 
Tefzment, is fuch as is proper ro the firſt age; 
ing from which there were ſome "variations, 
en From” that Which immediately followed. 
The ditcbufſts öf out bleſſed Lord, as recorded 


by the” Leinzell, ate of fuch a nature, fo fill 
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L ir They ate 5 with {o much gravit 

and authority, and et, for the og pa 
ſuch A particular Fay, that they 'catry ry. thi 


dent proofs of their, dn genuinenehs, ' Fg i 


-character give of. our Saviour, in the oy Ol 
the Evanzclifs 4 3 5 plainiy to fs been 
drawn from the it like. And it miay-beJulth 
affirmed, hat it was. 15 in the 8 8 uct 
| itute, AS. t pear--to *t 
| Th ned ſuch 3 Chi 
radter:'a character, | in "Which is AY 
united adivine dignity becoming the Son of Ng, 
and an amiablc humility and condeſcenfion be 
coming the Sayiour of 27 an admirable wi 
dom in conjunction with the gteateſt candbt 
and ſimplicity: of heatt; an ardegt zeal fot the 
1 of God, and the moſt extenſive charity a 
nevolence towards mankind; 3 an irpartjal 
freedom and ſeverity in reptoving ' favilts, 
gteat tenderneſs in bearing with mens weakneſſes 
aud infirmities; an unparalleled purity and fat 
city of manners, without any thing ſour'of ut- 
ſoclable, or a ſupercilious. cohtempt of other 1 
the moſt exemplary patience and fortirude ylider 
the greateſt ſufferings, joined with a TEmat ble 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility of ſp pirit,. 'To this way 
be added the beauty of his maxims, the 10 
of his reflections, the juſt and ſublime e f 
religion, which he every: -where Incule: act ic 15 
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pure nd refined, and yet without running 


5 to uperltitious extremes, ſuch as were the 
hed fitiinelles of the Phariſees and e 
or the falſc .rcfineme 
1205 lowing ages. AP 


nents of. ſome, Chxiftians in 


Weed po Werft 


Jt ted. to the human mind, drawn from 
Wie charms of the divine. tone and goodneſs; 
from, rhe th gane offe ffers of grace and mercy 


obi ingtely Wicker And diſobedient; from 
miles: of divine aids to aſſiſt our fir incete 
endeaygurs1 in the performance g ofour duty; from 


important ſolemnities of the futute judg- 


nem, and. the eternal retributions of the World 
Aare „ the incxpreſlible glory and felicity 


red for. good men, and the dreadful pu- 


* icnts that| ſhall be inflicted upon the wicked. 


Ina Word, ſo perfect is the idea of religion con- 


rained 1 in thoſe writings, that all attempts to add 
to it in ſucceeding ages, or raiſe it to an higher 
| degree. of perfection, "have really fallen ſhort of 


excellence, and tended to tarniſli its 
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aking all theſe — together, they 
for a very ſtrong and convincing proof of the 
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I To take off chef —— een le ne fi 
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iy her antials—And that he mũuſt he 90 
plicit indeed, who receives for trüt the |: 
by 125 of any nation ot religion, and much male 
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